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We Welcome All!
We warmly welcome all to worship onSundays at 8:45a & 11a (online & on-site) and to participate freely
in the life of this community of faith and love, and to become a member of this congregation. Rayne
welcomes and embraces all people regardless of race, class, gender, or sexual orientation with open
hearts, open minds, and open doors!

A Message from Jay...
Tired?
A couple months ago at the start
of summer, our colleague and
friend, Rev. William Thiele, shared
a poem with me. Now that we are
deep into summer, I feel ready to
share it too. I'm just wondering if
many of us are feeling a similar
sensation - a shared fatigue. With
the heat that withers, my spirit can
droop as well. So if you are tired pooped out from the pandemic,
exhausted in the face of our city's
violence, drained by dramatic
climate change - then I hope to
share this gift that William shared
with me: a fitting word that
reminds us we are not alone.
"When the rhythm of the heart
becomes hectic, time takes on the
strain until it breaks; then all the
unattended stress falls in on the mind like an endless, increasing weight.
The light in the mind becomes dim.
Things you could take in your stride before now become laborsome events of will.
Weariness invades your spirit. Gravity begins falling inside you, dragging down every
bone. The tide you never valued has gone out. And you are marooned on unsure ground.
Something within you has closed down; and you cannot push yourself back to life.
You have been forced to enter empty time. The desire that drove you has relinquished.

There is nothing else to do now but rest and patiently learn to receive the self you have
forsaken in the race of days.
At first your thinking will darken and sadness take over like listless weather.
The flow of unwept tears will frighten you. You have traveled too fast over false ground;
now your soul has come to take you back.
Take refuge in your senses, open up to all the small miracles you rushed through. Become
inclined to watch the way of rain when it falls slow and free.
Imitate the habit of twilight, taking time to open the well of color that fostered the
brightness of day. Draw alongside the silence of stone until its calmness can claim you.
Be excessively gentle with yourself.
Stay clear of those vexed in spirit. Learn to linger around someone of ease who feels they
have all the time in the world.
Gradually, you will return to yourself, having learned a new respect for your heart and the
joy that dwells far within slow time." ~ From To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of Blessings by John
O’Donohue

And I can't help but envision Jesus, arms open, saying: Come to me, all who are weary
and heavy laden. I will give you rest...

Worship

Services are at 8:45a and 11a in Rayne's Historic Sanctuary and on Facebook Live.
Click Here for Worship Guides

Click Here for Online Worship

Sunday Morning Fellowship Times
Sundays, Immediately After Worship
Services
Welcome Back! Our fellowship times have
returned: every Sunday, following each
worship service, join us for a time of coffee
and conversation.
9:45am and Noon
Fellowship Hall

Promotion Sunday

August 14
Promotion Sunday
Join us in worship as we celebrate the
coming semester of school.
Rayne's youth ministry will help lead the
services of worship. Together, we will offer
the Blessing of Backpacks and 3rd Grade
Bible Presentation.

Small Groups

Sundays, Aug 14, 21, and 28
9:45 - 10:45a
The Parsonage
Newcomer and Long-timer!
All are welcome.
Let's learn together about our
Wesleyan history and heritage.
RSVP Pastor Jay

Wednesdays, Aug 17 - Sept 21
6 - 7p
The Parsonage
6 Week Study
What does it mean to be a part of
Christ's community? Let's learn.
RSVP Pastor Jay

Wednesday Evenings: Family Ministry
Beginning August 17, 5:30p
Family Meals! Children's Choir!
Youth Bible Study!
Adult Spiritual Formation!
Join us for a time of connection and good
food. 5:30p, Fellowship Hall; choir and
small groups disperse from there.

The School for Contemplative Living
The School for Contemplative Living hosts many small
groups and retreats. To see all of the opportunities, go to
theschoolforcontemplativeliving.com
For more information or to register for any of the classes,
email SCL.

Home Is Here Rayne
Back to School! Back to Work!
As our friends, Fabio and David,
continue to learn about our city and
acclimate to our culture, please
consider helping in two ways:
David needs khaki shorts and pants
(size 10/12), as well as medium size
polo shirts for his uniform, as he begins
school.
Fabio needs a job. He is willing and
able. While his English speaking is
growing, Fabio is eager to work!
For more information, please contact:
Home Is Here

Church Offices: In the Meantime...
Hurricane Ida dramatically impacted our offices and
workspace. Until renovations happen, the church staff
continues to office in dispersed places across our campus.
If you would like to schedule a time with Jay, please email:
Jay. And to connect with other staff members, you are
welcome to connect here: Rayne's staff

COVID Testing
Rayne continues to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by clicking here.
Walk ups are currently available.

RECP is hiring!

Help wanted! RECP is seeking full-time teachers for infants and toddlers for the
coming school year. Open interviews, every Tuesday, 10a - noon, in the RECP.
Questions or for more information, please contact:
Teresa Magee

What's happening with the UMC?
Is The United Methodist Church really...
Splitting at this time?
No. The term “split” applies when there is a negotiated
agreement within the denomination to divide assets and
resources. No such agreement has been made in The
United Methodist Church. The earliest point at which such
an agreement could be made would be at the next General
Conference to be held in 2024.
A more accurate term, as suggested by the Rev. William Lawrence, retired dean of

Perkins School of Theology and former member of the Judicial Council of The United
Methodist Church, is “splintering.” What is happening is that some traditionalist leaders
have decided to create their own denomination (the Global Methodist Church). Leaders of
that denomination and other unofficial advocacy groups, such as the Wesleyan Covenant
Association, which created it, are encouraging like-minded United Methodist
congregations and clergy to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church and join their
denomination instead.
Much more information can be found here: UMC Splintering and the road ahead.
What does this mean for Rayne? We remain United Methodist and do all we can to fulfill
the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world; and to
take seriously what it means to have: Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.

Prayer List
We pray for healing for —
John DeCell, Jeff & Barbara Duke, Banks Duke (Jeff & Barbara's grandchild), Dione May
(Niece of Mabel Thomas), Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner, Richard
Moore, Kevin Horne, Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke,
Sandy Reed (Sister of Brenda Frey), and Andrew McLetchie.
We join in sympathy with —
Rebecca and Cameron Lombardo in the death of Rebecca's father; the Everett daughters
and their families in the death of Barbara Everett.
If you would like to share prayer requests, email them to Nancy Hopkins . Or mail a note to
the church addressed with "Attention: Prayer Team." Please indicate if the request is
public (shared in the newsletter) or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).

Giving at Rayne
Every gift we share adds life to our mission.
Please share your prayers, presence, gifts,
service and witness to grow the ministries
of our church.
Consider clicking "Give a Gift" to increase
Rayne's ability to share Christ's love.
It's not too late to make your 2022 pledge. Your
pledge enables us to plan for ministry in and
through Rayne for the coming year. Thank you
for your generosity!

Give a Gift

2022 Pledge Card

For More Information
Sign up for updates from these ministries by email:
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