THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
September 27, 2020

Our altar flowers are given to the glory of God
and in honor of our pastors, Rev. Jay Hogewood and Rev. Marissa Teauseau
by Jan and Mark Bugg.

GATHERING AND GREETING
If you come in silent suffering or hidden sorrow in pain
or promise, this time is for us.
If you come for your own or another's need,
for a personal wound or the wound of the world,
this time is for us.
If you come, and do not know why,
to be here is enough,
this time is for us all.
Come now, Christ of the forgiving warmth.
Come now, Christ of the yearning tears.
Come now, Christ of the transforming touch.
This time is for you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Hear the good news:
no matter who you are or what you have done
Christ welcomes us into God's kingdom with open arms.
When we open our hearts and lives to the Holy Spirit,
God's forgiveness embraces us and encourages us.
Believe the good news, repent and trust God to guide us.

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.
2. Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams I see;
till they inward light impart,
cheer my eyes and warm my heart.
3. Visit then this soul of mine;
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.
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PRAYER
The peace of Christ and inspiration of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray together:
God of second chances, you are always here with us.
In the moments of our grumbling,
we need your help to find the strength of our convictions.
In the course of our struggles,
we long to walk humbly with you.
Lead us to use our gifts and graces for your glory to help those who feel hopeless, to bind those who are broken,
to visit those who are lonely.
We want to work gladly in your vineyard;
renew us with your compassion and care
that our eyes might open to your presence
and our minds may be filled with mind
of your Son, our Savior, who taught us to pray by saying:

THE LORD'S PRAYER

RESPONSE
Holy Spirit, Truth Divine
Holy Spirit, Truth divine,
dawn upon this soul of mine;
Word of God and inward light,
wake my spirit, clear my sight.
Holy Spirit, Power divine,
fill and nerve this will of mine;
grant that I may strongly live,
bravely bear, and nobly strive.
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THE RED STEPS

A Special Time for our Rayne Children

OFFERING

Great Peace Have They
arr. Carl Fredrickson
soloist, C. Leonard Raybon

Great peace have they which keep thy commandments.
Great peace have they which love thy law,
and nothing shall offend them or make them afraid.
Great peace have they which love thy law,
for they shall see thy kingdom, and dwell in peace with thee.
I longed for thy salvation, and loved thy commandments;
make thy face to shine on thy servant,
and teach me, Lord, to do thy will.
Thy word is my delight and thy strength is my fortress.
You may give your offering this morning several ways.
TEXT: giverayne TO: 73256
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MATTHEW 21: 23-32
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of
the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question;
if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority
I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or
was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things. “What do you think? A man had
two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same;
and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you
saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

HOMILY

Lip Service

ANTHEM
soloist, Jon Marc Olivier
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INVITATION

We joyfully welcome all who wish to become members of Rayne
and encourage you to call Pastor Jay at
225-772-3550
or email him at
jay@raynenola.org
to explore joining our community of faith.

Jesus, United by Thy Grace
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1. Jesus, united by thy grace and each to each endeared,
with confidence we seek thy face and know our prayer
is heard.
2. Help us to help each other, Lord, each other's cross to
bear; let all their friendly aid afford, and feel each
other's care.
3. Up unto thee, our living Head, let us in all things
grow;
till thou hast made us free indeed and spotless here
below.
4. Touched by the lodestone of thy love, let all our
hearts agree, and ever toward each other move, and
ever move toward thee.
5. To thee, inseparably joined, let all our spirits cleave;
O may we all the loving mind that was in thee receive.
6. This is the bond of perfectness, thy spotless charity;
O let us, still we pray, possess the mind that was in
thee.

BENEDICTION
GO IN PEACE,
STAND FIRM IN YOUR FAITH.
BE STRONG.
BE BRAVE.
LET EVERYTHING YOU DO
BE DONE IN LOVE.

