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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A

ALL ACTIVITIES AND
WORSHIP ARE
CURRENTLY
MASK OPTIONAL
(IN THE BALCONY
MASKS ARE ALWAYS
REQUIRED)

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

CHRISTIANS AND VIOLENCE

If the most wicked problem in American Christianity is baptizing violence and weaponizing
beliefs, here is a powerful opinion. Brian McLaren is a fellow Christian with whom I've held a long
appreciation. In what follows, I simply share what he's written. On this, McLaren is far more
thoughtful than I. I hope you find this deeply challenging, but also worthy of the fruit that comes
with repentance. I do.
"Echoing its founder’s nonviolence, the Christian faith initially grew as a nonviolent spiritual
movement of counter-imperial values. It promoted love, not war. Its primal creed elevated
solidarity, not oppression and exclusion [see Galatians 3:26–28]. The early Christians elevated
the equality of friendship rather than the supremacy of hierarchy (John 15:15; 3 John 14, 15).
This commitment to nonviolence rapidly eroded in the early fourth century when the emperor
Constantine declared Christianity the religion of the empire. This led to an acceptance of
violence and domination against the empire’s enemies, but also perceived 'enemies' from within:
what the empire wanted to do, the church generally blessed. This cozy relationship with empire
continued long after the Roman Empire had fully collapsed. The church supported the empire’s
many reincarnations in French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, British, Russian, German,
and American imperial ventures. Each empire could count on the mainstream Christian church
to bless its successes, pardon its failures, and pacify and unify its masses.
A community with a history of violence to Jews does not sound like a safe place for nonChristians. But as a chaplain to empire, Christianity was not a particularly safe place for
Christians either—at least not those who chose to differ from the authorities of the church or
state. Choosing to differ, in fact, was the root meaning of the word heresy. Historians generally
agree: while the records are unreliable and incomplete, at least tens of thousands of suspected
nonconformists were prosecuted by church courts between 1180 and 1450; many thousands were
tortured; over a thousand were executed by church authorities... In a seventy-year period
starting in 1560, 80,000 women were tried as witches and 40,000 were killed.
Today, abuse of Christians by Christians tends to be more emotional and spiritual than physical.
But shunning and disowning (forms of relational banishment), public shaming and character
assassination, private humiliations, church trials of nonconformists, blacklisting, and other forms
of Christian-on-Christian cruelty continue, and more and more traumatized people are coming
forward with their stories.
To state the obvious: Jesus never tortured or killed or ruined the life of anyone, but the same
cannot be said for the religion that claims to follow him.
Knowing what I now know, if I were not already a Christian, I would hesitate in becoming one, at
least until the religion in all its major forms offers a fearless, searching, public moral accounting
for its past crimes... first, against Jews, and also against its own nonconformist members."*
Le' chaim,

Jay
*Brian D. McLaren, Do I Stay Christian? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned
(New York: St. Martin’s Essentials, 2022), 22–23, 24, 25, 28.

VBS
Decorating Party
Sunday, June 5
Following 11a Worship
Come and help us set the tone for a
MONUMENTAL week of Vacation Bible
School!
We will kick of our time together in the
Fellowship Hall with a pizza lunch!

Donations Needed
Clean out your closet and help the
children of VBS get Monumentally crafty!
The VBS team is collecting donations of
white fabric - any old t-shirts, shirts,
sheets, or any fabric that is plain white
will be perfect. Look for the donation box
in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall.

VOLUNTEERS FOR
WORSHIP
Would you like to be a part of our Sunday
morning Greeter/Usher team?
Greeters
Arrive 20 minutes before the service starts
Greet people as they arrive
Assist newcomers in finding their way
around the church
Hand out worship guides
Ushers
Arrive about 15 minutes before the service
Assist with seating people
Assist with the offering
Direct flow for communion
Help straighten the Sanctuary after the
service
You may volunteer to help every week, once a
month, or as needed. Please call the church or
email Nancy (Nancy.hopkins@raynenola.org)
for more information.

FATHER'S DAY
CARDS
Alternative Giving Cards to celebrate the men
in your life will be for sale on Sunday, June
5th & 12th before and after both Worship
services.
These Father's Day Cards can be given to
your loved one and they pass on the gift to a
neighbor by supporting two of our ministries:
Crescent City Cafe' (serves breakfast to the
hungry... with dignity! ) and Rayne's Fix-ItTeam (provides home repairs for
congregation members and friends of Rayne).
Cards are $10 each.
If you have any questions, please contact
Marissa (marissa@raynenola.org
or 318-564-4879).

SUMMER
WINE-DOWN
Wednesday Evenings in June
6p @ the Parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St.)
Holy conferencing that's what we can call it.
Come for the conversation and
conviviality; stay for the communion!
Each Wednesday we'll enjoy some time
together and focus on what
the "means of grace" mean to our
congregation's life.

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

May 29

Acts 1:1-11 & 16:16-35 - Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-21 - John 17:20-26

June 5
Acts 2:1-21 - Psalm 104
Romans 8:14-17 - John 14:8-17, 25-27

SUMMER STUDIES
COMING SOON
Esther:
Goodness, Wit & Grit
(with Just a Hint of God)
Sunday Afternoons in June
4p at the Parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St).
Wednesday Evenings in July
6p at the parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St).

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR
SACK LUNCHES
Our Good Samaritan Ministry serves sack
lunches at Mt. Zion UMC on Tuesdays. We need
volunteers to donate sack lunches on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesdays of each month. You are asked
to provide 40 sack lunches with a small bottle
of water. If interested, contact Susie
(susie.vanderkuy@raynenola.org) or by calling
the church office (504-899-3431).
Dates that need volunteers are between August
23rd and December 27th

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

ALTAR FLOWERS
If you'd like to celebrate or remember an
important occasion or person - a nice
way is to donate the altar flowers for
worship!
Flowers can be given in honor or memory
of someone. They can also simply be for
the glory of God!
If you'd like to purchase the flowers for a
coming week, please contact Susie. You
can call the office (899-3431) or by email
(susie.vanderkuy@raynenola.org).
Flowers coordinated by Rayne cost $55.
And can be taken home after worship.
You can also arrange your own or pick up
an arrangement from your favorite florist!

LUKE'S HOUSE
GARDEN UPDATE
Need to get rid of that lawnmower you
inherited from someone? Got an older weed
whacker you’d like out of the garage? Have
you upgraded to a new lawnmower and no
longer need your older model? How about
donating it to Luke's House Clinic offices?
Luke's House can really use a lawnmower
and weed whacker, and we can even pick it
up from you! All donations are tax
deductible.
If you have a mower to donate, please
contact Gyl W. Switzer at
director@lukeshouseclinic.org or Wendy
RIhner at wrihner@gmail.com.
Keep your eye out for an open house with
Wendy at the Luke's House native plant
garden coming soon!

CELEBRATING OUR
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
by Jacob Nichols
Rayne celebrates a very special class of high school graduates this year
- all three are graduating with honors!!!
Siddiqa Faruki is a graduate of Lusher High and she has
been attending Rayne for three years. She is an excellent
leader for our younger students. Siddiqa would like to
thank Rayne for helping her to become less shy. She will be
attending the University of Pennsylvania where she will
study nursing.

John Riley Schibler is a graduate of Thomas Jefferson High
School and has attended Rayne for many years. He is
known in the youth group for being kind, friendly, and
always willing to help. John Riley wanted to make sure that
everyone knows how excited he is to get to stay in New
Orleans, so that he can keep seeing everyone at Rayne.
John Riley will attend the University of New Orleans to
study archaeology, and plans to be a paleontologist.
Caitlin Russel is a graduate of Lusher High, and she has
been attending Rayne for many years. She is know for her
big heart - always willing to serve, especially with children.
Caitlin wanted to thank Rayne for the support of the
church as she grew up, especially during her time
overcoming cancer as a child. Caitlin will be attending the
Louisiana State University, where she will study cognitive
and brain sciences.
This class of graduates has servants hearts,
shown by all three taking time to work in the
nursery and children’s church every Sunday. All
three served more than the required hours
during the youth Mardi Gras fundraiser. They
are all great servants of the Lord and their fellow
humans. We are excited to see all the great
things they will accomplish. Congratulations to
Siddiqa, John Riley, and Caitlin, and may God
bless you all!

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
William Thiele, Jeff Duke, Dionne May (Niece of Mabel Thomas),
Edna Lott (Mother of Annette Gray), Robert McFarlain (Father of Leah Todd),
Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner,
Richard Moore, Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett,
Banks Duke (Grandson of Jeff & Barb), Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the joy of —
Katie and Steven Jeffcoat in the birth of their daughter Stevie Kate.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests, email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter) or private (supplied to the Intercessory
Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group, we meet online and onsite (in the Epiphany
House front room), Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

