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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A

ALL ACTIVITIES AND
WORSHIP ARE
CURRENTLY
MASK OPTIONAL
(IN THE BALCONY
MASKS ARE ALWAYS
REQUIRED)

During college I took part in a program called the Christian Leadership Center
(formerly Church Careers) at Centenary College of Louisiana. One Thursday evening
at CLC, we were doing a get to know you activity where we all stood in the middle of
the room and if you liked chocolate ice cream you went to one wall and if you liked
vanilla you went to the other. The questions got increasingly harder and more and
more about community (the overarching theme of the year).
When the question arose, would you rather be a Christian in our modern Church or
in the Early Church, I was surprised how many of my millennial classmates chose
Early Christianity. When tasked with why they chose this side, one student replied
because there is so much division and difference in the church today.
I responded with a little sarcasm, have you read the book of Acts lately?
Difference and division is unfortunately not new, but neither is the Spirit's ability to
overcome it. I find it is our humanness that often divides us but it is also our human
need that gathers us back together. I thank God for the many ways that we as Rayne
are made stronger because we rely on each other.
Each year in CLC, we had a hymn that we would sing weekly together.
During our community year that hymn was The Servant Song:
"We are pilgrims on the journey,
We are travellers on the road.
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

Will you let me be your servant?
Let me be as Christ to you.
Pray that I may have the grace
To let you be my servant too."
It isn't always easy to serve or to be served, yet the consistent message of Acts is
that it's worth the hassle. Instead of dividing us, the challenge can be used by the
Holy Spirit to create something new that is often more beautiful than we could have
ever imagined. Thank you, Rayne, for being community through the ups and downs
of our journey together.
Your fellow servant and served,
Marissa

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

May 15

Acts 11:1-18 - Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6 - John 13:31-35

May 22
Acts 16:9-15 - Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 - John 14:23-29

SENIOR SUNDAY

PRIMETIMERS
May 25th
Noon
Epiphany House
Jay Livingston, master garden, will be
the speaker! You don't want to miss
this!

SAFE
SANCTUARIES
TRAINING

We will be celebrating Senior Sunday on
May 22nd in worship!

We are holding a very important training for
all volunteers who work with children and
youth.

If you have a graduating senior in high
school or college that you would like for
us to recognize please let us know!

Sunday, May 15, Noon-1p
or
Wednesday, May 18, 6-7p

Call or email Pastor Marissa 318-564-4879 - marissa@raynenola.org

If you serve in any ministry involving
children or youth, we ask that you attend
one of these trainings. If you have questions,
please contact Elizabeth,
children@raynenola.org.

VBS DONATIONS
Clean out your closet and help the
children of VBS get Monumentally crafty!
The VBS team is collecting donations of
white fabric - any old t-shirts, shirts,
sheets, or any fabric that is plain white
will be perfect. Look for the donation box
in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall.
Thank you!

HANDBELL CHOIR
The handbell choir is always looking
to add to their numbers. If you are
interested, please contact Lisa
Norris (alisanorris@gmail.com).
Rehearsals are Mondays from
6-7:30p, in the Chapel. You must be
vaccinated and able to read music.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED FOR
WORSHIP
Would you like to be a part of our Sunday
morning Greeter/Usher team?
Greeters
Arrive 20 minutes before the service starts
Greet people as they arrive
Assist newcomers in finding their way
around the church
Hand out worship guides
Ushers
Arrive about 15 minutes before the service
Assist with seating people
Assist with the offering
Direct flow for communion
Help straighten the Sanctuary after the
service
You may volunteer to help every week, once a
month, or as needed. Please call the church or
email Nancy for more information or to sign up.

CELEBRATE WITH
MARISSA
Sunday, May 22nd - noontime, immediately
after 11a worship
Backyard of Epiphany House.

LUKE'S HOUSE
GARDEN UPDATE
Need to get rid of that lawnmower you
inherited from someone? Got an older weed
whacker you’d like out of the garage? Have
you upgraded to a new lawnmower and no
longer need your older model? How about
donating it to Luke's House Clinic offices?
Luke's House can really use a lawnmower
and weed whacker, and we can even pick it
up from you! All donations are tax
deductible.
If you have a mower to donate, please
contact Gyl W. Switzer at
director@lukeshouseclinic.org or Wendy
RIhner at wrihner@gmail.com.
Keep your eye out for an open house with
Wendy at the Luke's House native plant
garden coming soon!

We will gather to celebrate all that Marissa
has brought to Rayne and will take with her
to First UMC Hammond!
Hot dogs on the grill along with other snacks
and a going away cake!
All are welcome!
Come one, come all!
Bring the kids, and blankets or lawn chairs to
sit on the grass!
Sponsored & hosted free of charge by the:
Rayne United Methodist Men

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
William Thiele, Jeff Duke, Dionne May (Niece of Mabel Thomas),
Edna Lott (Mother of Annette Gray), Robert McFarlain (Father of Leah Todd),
Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner,
Richard Moore, Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett,
Banks Duke (Grandson of Jeff & Barb), Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the sorrow of —
Bob Bennett in the loss of his wife, Alanda.
Alanda's service will be on Saturday, May 28th, at 11a in the Sanctuary at Rayne.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests, email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter) or private (supplied to the Intercessory
Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group, we meet online and onsite (in the Epiphany
House front room), Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

