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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A
ALL ACTIVITIES AND
WORSHIP ARE
CURRENTLY
MASK OPTIONAL
(IN THE BALCONY
MASKS ARE ALWAYS
REQUIRED)

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

I have just 3 things to teach:
simplicity, patience, compassion.
These are your greatest treasures.
Compassionate toward yourself,
you reconcile all beings in the world.
~ Lao-Tzu
These weeks in Jonah's story glimpse this truth. The ancient prophet, as
efficient as Jonah was in offering repentance to Nineveh in his 5 word
oracle, can't quite grasp the mystery of divine compassion. Maybe that's
because Jonah finds certainty more comfortable than empathy - the
certainty that his God-given mission was just a waste of his time, that God
was going to extend mercy no matter what Jonah did or said. So Jonah's
own contempt for empathy turned him farther away from God's call than
toward the compassion God wants to share not just with Nineveh, but with
Jonah too. Maybe it's because Jonah resents the notion that Nineveh, that
great city, had not earned the mercy of God. As if he or anyone in all
creation could earn such a gift...
Compassion invites us to live undefended, and able or at least willing to
enter into others' pain and suffering. All the more, when we grow in our
compassion to ourselves, the well of God's love can fill us to the point of
overflowing. In the overflow, God's compassion flows to us and then
through us. Of course, Jonah is not the only one who has a hard time
understanding that. How many times in our lives have we neglected or
rejected compassion toward ourselves? Invariably I suspect that lack of
compassion within our own hearts impacts others around us. And not so
positively!
These last couple years have presented some serious challenges to
compassion, haven't they? Compassion fatigue, we rightly call it. Is it time
for a refill? I certainly can use one.
Lord, have mercy,
Jay

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

April 3

Isaiah 43:16-21 - Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14 - John 12:1-8

April 10

LUKE'S HOUSE
DONATIONS
The new director of Luke's House Clinic,
Gyl Wadge Switzer, will join us in worship on
Sunday, April 10th. We hope to welcome her
with open arms and lots of support!

Luke 19:28-40 - Psalm 118
Isaiah 50:4-9a - Luke 22:14-23:56

Between now and then we invite you to bring
needed items to Worship or to the Epiphany
House Porch to show our support.

EASTER EGG HUNT

If you'd like to support by monetary gift,
give a contribution and note
"Luke's House Items Drive."

It's time for our Annual Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday, April 9
10a
Epiphany House Backyard
3924 Saint Charles Ave.
Join us for light food, fun, fellowship,
and finding eggs! There will be egg hunts
appropriate to all ages of children with fun
for all!
Hop on over with your
Easter basket, chairs or
blanket, sunglasses, and
a donation for Luke's House!

MASK GUIDELINE
UPDATE
For all activities and worship services masks are optional; as Rayne has gone
through the pandemic, we hope to offer
options for our congregation. A designated
space for "masks required" will be saved
in the balcony for worshipers who desire
this choice.
Masks are still an effective and important
response to the pandemic. If you feel more
comfortable wearing a mask for your own
protection or as a way to protect others,
please continue to wear a mask and sit
where you are most comfortable.

coloring books and crayons
children's books in English/Spanish
healthy snacks (peanut butter crackers,
granola bars with less sugar, fresh fruit)
diapers (size 3 and up)
baby wipes
new or gently-used children's clothing
(size 4 and up)
If you have any concerns, contact Pastor
Marissa (marissa@raynenola.org,
318-564-4879).

HOME IS HERE,
NOLA TRAINING
Saturday, April 2
9a - Noon
The Parsonage
(1421 Constantinople Street,
across from Rayne's parking lot)
Ever wonder how to help people who are
seeking asylum in our country?
Here's a wonderful chance to learn!
Come for coffee and treats, fellowship,
practical learning and skill-building!
This hands-on training will give you the
context, tools, and resources you need
to participate in the community resettlement
mission in relationship with
newly arriving asylum-seekers and other
immigrants.
Childcare available by reservation,
RSVP Pastor Jay (225-772-3550).

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

OUT & ABOUT
TIFFANY WINDOWS TOUR
Monday, April 4 @ 2p
Newcomb Art Museum of Tulane
(6823 St Charles Ave)
Park on Broadway near Rogers Chapel,
between Zimple and Willow Streets.
The tour starts at the Newcomb Art
Museum, ending at Roger's Chapel.
Contact Susie at 504-813-1800
to RSVP or with any questions.
Free event, only a few spots left!
Please arrive by 1:45p!

Holy Week
PALM SUNDAY

Worship at 8:45a & 11a in Historic Sanctuary
with music from Rayne's Children's Choirs
Labyrinth available 4-5p in the Circle Drive

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Worship at 7p in Historic Sanctuary
Come & Go Communion from 4-5p in the
Circle Drive

GOOD FRIDAY

Worship at 6p in Historic Sanctuary
Labyrinth available from 12-4p in the Sunroom
at Epiphany House

EASTER SUNDAY
Worship at 8:45a & 11a in Historic Sanctuary
with music from the Rayne Chancel Choir

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Jeff Duke, Dionne May (Niece of Mabel Thomas), Alanda Bennett,
Edna Lott (Mother of Annette Gray), Robert McFarlain (Father of Leah Todd),
Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner, Richard Moore,
Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett,
Banks Duke (Grandson of Jeff & Barb), Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We pray for peace in all places, especially Ukraine and Russia—
"We pray for the peace and security of United Methodists in Ukraine and Russia and for
all of their neighbors, and that tranquility will prevail over their lives and countries.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the humanitarian relief arm of
Global Ministries, is in communication with partners in the region and actively
exploring the coordination of humanitarian response in Ukraine. Support UMCOR’s
international disaster response efforts by making a gift to Advance #982450."

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS

James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite (in the Epiphany House front room),
Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

