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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

LENT
It's a tithe of time. Lent, the commemoration of time from Ash
Wednesday to Holy Saturday, is about a tenth of a calendar year.
What do we do with that gift of time? The answer through the
history of Christianity is that we give ourselves the space to ask
what it means to be us. With Frederick Buechner in my head, I'll
share the essence of the questions he proposes, which are a
pretty good way to start the Lenten journey:
If you were to bet your life on the existence of a God or not,
on which side is your money?
Looking into a mirror and seeing your face, what do you see in
it that you like and what makes you nauseous?
You have one last message to share before leaving the people
who are most important to you - what's your finale in 2
sentences or less?
One thing in your life you would undo - what is it? One thing
in your life that you'd do again - what's that and why?
What or who, if the circumstances were right, would you be
willing to die for? Why?
If this is the last day of your life, what are you going to do with
it?
Buechner supposes that answering these questions means we are
beginning to hear much about who we really are and what we're
trying to become, as well as what we're failing to become. Does
this depress us? Because if sackcloth and ashes mark the starting
line, then hold on, Easter is at the end. Only then and there, the
promise is we can begin again.
From the ashes,
Jay

LECTIONARY

KIDS DURING
LENT

A weekly set of Scripture readings.

Join us on Wednesday evenings March 9thApril 6th to prepare special music for
Rayne’s Palm Sunday service!

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 - Psalm 91
Romans 10:8b-13 - Luke 4:1-13

Family Supper from 5:30-6:00p in Epiphany
House yard, (we will move into the Sunroom
if inclement weather).
Music time from 6:00-6:45p, Children’s
Choir for ages 3 to 1st grade and Handbell
Choir for ages
2nd through 5th grade
Nursery Care is available for age 3 and under
from 5:30-7:00p.

UMC RESPONSE
TO UKRAINE

March 6

March 13
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 - Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1 - Luke 13:31-35

THE SCHOOL FOR
CONTEMPLATIVE
LIVING
A Centering Prayer Retreat
Join us March 11-13 for “Seven Mansions”!

The General Board of Global Ministries of
The United Methodist Church is deeply
troubled by the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine and the ominous implications it has
for escalating tensions between Russia and
Western nations. We join many Christian
leaders and organizations worldwide in
deploring the Russian invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, and we ardently pray for a
redirection of military action toward
diplomatic measures to resolve grievances.
United Methodists are people of peace.
...
We pray for the peace and security of United
Methodists in Ukraine and Russia and for all
of their neighbors, and that tranquility will
prevail over their lives and countries.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR), the humanitarian relief arm of
Global Ministries, is in communication with
partners in the region and actively exploring
the coordination of humanitarian response
in Ukraine. Support UMCOR’s international
disaster response efforts by making a gift to
Advance #982450.
Written by Roland Fernandes, the general
secretary of Global Ministries UMCOR.

To learn more, to join a group, or to receive a
zoom link, email livingschool12@gmail.com
www.theschoolforcontemplativeliving.com

PRIMETIMERS
LUNCHEON
Save the date for our next luncheon!
Wednesday, March 23rd
Noon
Epiphany House

WHY WOULDN'T GOD SAVE EVERY PERSON?
Wednesdays, 6-7p @ The Parsonage & Zoom (1421 Constantinople St.)
from March 9 - April 13
If grace is true, wouldn't that be our hope, our deepest desire and the good news
that changes the world? Let's talk about that! With the work of Philip Gulley and
James Mulholland (If Grace Is True: Why God Will Save Every Person) as our
backdrop, we plan to delve into Scripture, Jesus's ministry and our own devotional
life through Lent. Their book is not required reading; just join us for a time of prayer,
discussion, and devotion.
Register by contacting Jay (jay@raynenola.org -- 225-772-3550)

INVITATION TO JOHN
Wednesdays, 6-7p @ Epiphany House & Zoom (3924 St. Charles Ave.)
from March 9 - April 13
The invitation from Christ is: "Come and see, Follow me". Experience the magnificent
passages in John including the I am statements (I am the truth, the life and the way, I am
the living water and more). Revisit stories only told in John's gospel including
Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene and the raising of Lazarus. Reading this participant's guide
is encouraged but not required!
Register by contacting Marissa (marissa@raynenola.org -- 318-564-4879)

DEEP DIVE: JOINING JONAH
Sundays, 4-5p @ Parsonage & Zoom (1421 Constantinople St.)
from March 6 - April 10
Pathetic prophet? Outstanding oracle? What makes Jonah the
single most effective spokesperson for the Lord? Sundays in
Lent, let's find out what Jonah's all about and how his story
can shape our stories too.
Register by contacting Jay (jay@raynenola.org -- 225-772-3550)

PRAYING THROUGH LENT

Ash Wednesday (March 2), Sundays during Lent, Maundy Thursday (April
14), and Good Friday (April 15), 4 - 5p @ The Circle Drive & Chapel
(3900 Saint Charles Ave.)
March 2 - April 15
Lent is a time of preparation for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
As we journey through Lent, we will pray through the Stations of the Cross.
We will have come and leave as you are finished spiritual practices available
outdoors (weather pending). While the weeks will build upon each other,
you are encourage to attend as many experiences as you can.
Register by contacting Marissa (marissa@raynenola.org -- 318-564-4879)

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin's Son,
Betty Gerstner, Richard Moore, Diane Peck,
Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke,
Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite, Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

