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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A
8:45A
MASK OPTIONAL
(IN THE BALCONY
MASKS ARE
REQUIRED)
11A
MASKS REQUIRED

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

CHILDRENING

A couple events are converging that brought my mind and heart to parenting, to pastoring
and to the glorious predicament of sharing life with children. First, my daughter, Mariah,
turns 23 in 2 weeks. This overwhelms me because I can still see her bouncing on our
trampoline in Baton Rouge when she was no more than 6. All giggles and wide-eyed and
loving the air between bounces as her brother laughed, making her float higher than our
roof. Time, it feels, keeps bouncing too.
Second, baptisms: dear God, how exquisite this season at Rayne. All of us, embracing the
little children in baptismal gowns; each with different parents but all of us from the same
family - promising our lives, let alone our love, to each baby we sprinkle with water from a
marble font. Perhaps we are not all parents, but by God we are all aunts and uncles, big
sisters and big brothers. A miracle - each child, every repetition of this sacrament. This
month alone, we commit ourselves 6 times over; and I can't help but think Christ smiles "let the children come to me," he said; and we're doing our best to listen.
Last, a phrase I heard someone say; some recent conversation and for the life of me I can't
remember with whom. She said, "Children, you know they come through us, not from us."
For several days now, that thought has soaked my soul.
I'm glad I found the following poem. Likely the source of the friend's comment about
children coming through us but not from us.
And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, Speak to us of Children.
And he said: Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,
and though they are with you yet they belong not to you.
You may give them your love but not your thoughts, for they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,
which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.
You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth.
The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite,
and He bends you with His might that His arrows may go swift and far.
Let your bending in the archer’s hand be for gladness;
For even as He loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable.
~ "On Children," Kahlil Gibran - 1883-1931
Amen,
Jay

LECTIONARY

KIDS DURING
LENT

A weekly set of Scripture readings.

Join us on Wednesday evenings now through
April 6th to prepare special music for
Rayne’s Palm Sunday service!

Isaiah 55:1-9 - Psalm 63
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 - Luke 13:1-9

Family Supper from 5:30-6:00p in the
Fellowship Hall.
Music time from 6-7p, Children’s Choir for
ages 3 to 1st grade and Handbell Choir for
ages 2nd through 5th grade.
Nursery Care is available for ages 3 and
under from 5:30-7:00p.
Pick up is at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.

March 20

March 27
Joshua 5:9-12 - Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 - Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
Monumental - Celebrating God’s
Greatness!
Save the Date!! Vacation Bible School will
be Monday, June 6 - Friday, June 10 from
9:00a-noon.

MASK GUIDELINE
UPDATE
8:45a - masks are optional; as Rayne has
done through the pandemic, we hope to
offer options for our congregation. Our
8:45a service offers a "mask optional"
gathering. Additionally, a designated space
for "masks required" will be saved in the
balcony for worshipers who desire this
choice.
11:00a - masks are required; as Rayne has
maintained the use of masks throughout the
pandemic, we offer this service as "masks
required" due to the increased number of
worshipers and the aim of increasing our
choir numbers through Lent with a full choir
for Easter.
As always, we want to remain sensitive to
the needs of those who are more vulnerable
in our community of faith. Loving our
neighbor, especially the ones in our pews, is
part of our mission; and "doing no harm" is
our deep desire. For these reasons, we thank
you for your patience and grace one Sunday
at a time.

Contact Elizabeth for more information,
children@raynenola.org

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

NATIVE PLANT
GIVEAWAY
Hosted by the Caring for Creation
Committee

THE SCHOOL FOR
CONTEMPLATIVE
LIVING
Compassion Cultivation

March 27
Noon
Circle Drive
Native Plants restore preserve biodiversity.
By including native plants in your garden,
you become part of a collective effort to
nurture and sustain the living landscape for
birds and other animals. Native Plants are
very important for pollinators - and bonus are generally low maintenance!
First come, first served!
Email Wendy Rihner for plant list
wrihner@gmail.com

OUT & ABOUT
Tiffany Windows Tour
April 4
2p
Newcomb Art Museum of Tulane
6823 St Charles Ave
Park on Broadway near Rogers Chapel,
between Zimple and Willow Streets.
The tour starts at the Newcomb Art
Museum, ending at Roger's Chapel.

Divided No More:
Rejoining Our Inner and Outer Lives
An Online Webinar by Parker Palmer
Sunday, March 20
Noon - 2p
A two-hour webinar addressing our inner
and outer lives. As we face the divisions
we create within ourselves.

Contact Susie at 504-813-1800
to RSVP or with any questions.
Free Event, limited to 20 persons.
Please arrive by 1:45p!

To learn more, to join a group, for more
information, help registering, or to receive a
zoom link, email livingschool12@gmail.com
www.theschoolforcontemplativeliving.com

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Alanda Bennett, Edna Lott (Mother of Annette Gray),
Robert McFarlain (Father of Leah Todd), Jim Jeter, Ray Cook,
Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner, Richard Moore, Diane Peck,
Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke,
Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We pray for peace in all places, especially Ukraine and Russia—
"We pray for the peace and security of United Methodists in Ukraine and Russia and for
all of their neighbors, and that tranquility will prevail over their lives and countries.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the humanitarian relief arm of
Global Ministries, is in communication with partners in the region and actively
exploring the coordination of humanitarian response in Ukraine. Support UMCOR’s
international disaster response efforts by making a gift to Advance #982450."

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS

James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite (in the Epiphany House front room),
Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

