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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A

ALL ACTIVITIES AND
WORSHIP ARE
CURRENTLY
MASK OPTIONAL
(IN THE BALCONY
MASKS ARE ALWAYS
REQUIRED)

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

To journey without being changed is to be a nomad.
To change without journeying is to be a chameleon.
To journey and to be changed by the journey is to be a pilgrim.
~ Mark Nepo
Community - that's the word we're focusing on. Yesterday all the way to Pentecost
(June 5), we will do our best not only to define the concept Sunday by Sunday; we'll
do our best to keep living into it, practicing the best aspects of community in the
name and likeness of Jesus Christ.
That is a high calling, no doubt. Pastor Marissa kickstarted the conversation awfully
well. Using her triptych - community demands discernment, wisdom and risk - I
think the table is beautifully set. Let's apply the 3 guidelines for this coming Sunday's
scripture (Acts 9:1-20), where Saul is blinded by the light and feels the hand of Jesus
pound in his own heart.
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," says the voice of Mystery, shocking Saul to
submission. Saul discerns his next steps by the unwelcome truth that he must seek
the wisdom of others, who are the very disciples whom he loves to hate. Enter
Ananias - poor fella - he's the disciple tapped to do the dirty work; namely, Ananias
must help Saul - that murderous man - walk the new path. Blind Saul meets the
visionary Ananias. Ananias wisely, with discernment, risks real contact with Saul by
laying his hands upon Saul. A healing touch comes with risk. Proximity to pain at the
very least. With wisdom, Ananias does not shirk his responsibility. With
discernment, Saul must surrender his own agenda and his own power to submit to
change. "To journey and to be changed by the journey is to be a pilgrim," observes
Nepo. Howdy pilgrims. We wouldn't be here without you.
Community means we never walk alone. In every example of discipleship in the story
of early Church, not a single disciple goes at it solo. Saul to Paul still shows there is
no such thing as a prima donna disciple. The earliest witness of Christ's Church is
the agreement to partnership. Companionship, we could just as easily say. And best I
can tell from this conversion story, conversion too is a communal gift, a shared
miracle; it does not happen in isolation. Together we walk. Together we guide each
other. It may not be the fastest way to do things; it does appear to be the most
faithful.
Onward,
Jay

LECTIONARY

MOTHER'S DAY

A weekly set of Scripture readings.

Alternative Giving Cards to celebrate
the women in your life will be for sale
on Sunday, May 1st before and after
both Worship services.

May 1

Acts 9:1-6, 7-20 - Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14 - John 21:1-19

May 8
Acts 9:36-43 - Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17 - John 10:22-30

METHODISM 101
Get up close and personal with John
Wesley!
Newcomers and longtimers - you are
welcome to join in the fun.
Discussions include our Wesleyan
heritage, our theological roots, and our
modern day hurts and hopes for the
United Methodist Church.
Come for the conversation on holiness
and grace, stay for the fellowship and
friendship!
Wednesdays April 27, May 4 and 11
6p - 7p
The Parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St.)
Childcare is available.

HANDBELL CHOIR
Handbell choir is always looking to
add to our numbers. If you are
interested, please contact Lisa
Norris (alisanorris@gmail.com).
Rehearsals are Mondays from
6-7:30p, in the Chapel. You must be
vaccinated and able to read music.

These Mother's Day Cards can be
given to your loved one and they pass
on the gift to a neighbor by
supporting two of our ministries:
Shelter Vouchers (for persons
experiencing homelessness) and
Rayne Home is Here (welcomes
asylum-seekers - see next page).
Cards are $10 each.
If you have any questions,
please contact Marissa
(marissa@raynenola.org,
318-564-4879).

NEW ALTAR
PARAMENTS
The new altar paraments are given
anonymously in memory of Elizabeth Hutton
for her years of dedication and service.
Elizabeth served as the secretary of Rayne
and as a faithful member of the choir for 20
years. She was affectionally known as "Mama
Rayne" because she looked after everyone.
Elizabeth knew everyone and they knew her.
She was a warm and loving person to all, she
had a habit of waving at anyone and
everyone from the choir loft during worship.

WOMEN'S
COVENANT
GROUP
The Tuesday Women's Covenant Group
meets at 12-1p, in person at
the Epiphany House. This group convenes
weekly for Bible studies, book studies and
sharing life together. This is
a great time to jump in! Bring a sack lunch
and join us on this journey!
The next book study is Atlas of the Heart
by Brene' Brown. Order your book, pack your
lunch and plan to jump in this week!
For more information, please email Shaun.

MAY 3:
GIVENOLA DAY
GiveNOLA Day, an initiative of the Greater
New Orleans Foundation, is a one day online
giving event. For 24 hours, everyone who
loves our region can support their favorite
local causes by donating to one or more of
900+ participating nonprofit organizations.
Last year's event raised over $8.1 million
from over 67,000 donations across the
nation and around the world. Since their
first event in 2014, GiveNOLA Day has raised
over $40 million for the region’s nonprofits.
This year, they hope to do even more!
Luke's House and Crescent City Cafe' are
both participating!

HOME IS HERE,
RAYNE!
Welcome Goddy and Negassi!
Rayne Home is Here has opened its doors!
The first asylum-seekers we are in
community with are Goddy (age 33) from
Nigeria and Negassi (35) from Eritrea. They
met while in ICE custody at Winn
Correctional Center in Pineville, LA after a
judge determined there was probable cause
to make them eligible for an asylum hearing.
They leave New Orleans on May 3 to travel
to San Diego for the next hearing.
During this 2 week period, Goddy and
Negassi are living in the guest house on the
Epiphany House property. They share a
bedroom, bathroom, and small fridge. They
visited the Food Pantry today and begin
yardwork tomorrow. An initial group of
volunteers were trained by Home is Here
NOLA and we have been adding new
volunteers along the way. We are helping
Goddy and Negassi by providing meals,
clothes, a cell phone, and work with your
assistance. Our current need is for a duffle
bag and 2 large backpacks. To donate
money, go to
www.raynenola.org/contribute. If you
would like to join the volunteer group,
please send an email to
Raynehomeishere@gmail.com.
There is a great need to provide housing and
circle of support for other asylum seekers
currently held in detention. We expect that
there will be other community members we
will welcome for longer periods of time.

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
William Thiele, Jeff Duke, Dionne May (Niece of Mabel Thomas),
Edna Lott (Mother of Annette Gray), Robert McFarlain (Father of Leah Todd),
Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner,
Richard Moore, Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett,
Banks Duke (Grandson of Jeff & Barb), Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the sorrow of —
Bob Bennett in the loss of his wife, Alanda.
Ashlynn and Autumn Henderson in the loss of their father.
We share in the joy of —
Emily von Qualen and Chris Belser in the birth of Agnes.
Whitney and Mitchell Cole in the birth of Thomas.
We pray for peace in all places, especially Ukraine and Russia—
"We pray for the peace and security of United Methodists in Ukraine and Russia
and for all of their neighbors, and that tranquility will prevail over their lives and
countries."

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests, email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter) or private (supplied to the Intercessory
Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group, we meet online and onsite (in the Epiphany
House front room), Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

