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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A
ALL ACTIVITIES AND
WORSHIP ARE
CURRENTLY
MASK OPTIONAL
(IN THE BALCONY
MASKS ARE ALWAYS
REQUIRED)

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

SUFFERING PARADOX

Can suffering show us a deeper way to love?
This is what Jesus calls servant leadership; so I'm sure hoping that the
answer to that question is "Yes, suffering, though none of us wants it,
can unlock doors to loving others more deeply."
The annual rite of Holy Week leads us here: to speak of the bottom-up
way that Jesus ministers in the world. By any account of success in
culture, Jesus was hardly successful. Miracles and the approval of fickle
crowds aside, his way was the way...down. Not to victory, but to defeat;
not to conquering, but to surrendering. And when we are honest about
how we account for what Jesus shows us about how to love and whom
to love, we could honestly say he was full of contradictions, particularly
in the way he opened himself to suffering.
He suffered ridicule from the established religious powers; he suffered
betrayal by his disciples; and he suffered as a result of the fear of his
closest friends, who were afraid to say a word on his behalf. To the
cross of torment and cruelty goes Jesus. So hanging there, Jesus does
not just say "yes," he shows the depth of "yes." Yes - I love you, I love all
creation, this much. To death. Fr. Richard Rohr adds: "If we hang there
with Jesus, patiently and prayerfully holding the paradoxes of every
single thing that lives, we will henceforth know, teach, live and believe
in a very different way, plus we will enjoy a 'peace that the world
cannot give' (John 14:27).
There at the cross, the central mystery of our Christ-centered trust
begins: only death can bring resurrection. The two are one - paradox
indeed - the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again,
Jay

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

April 17

Acts 10:34-43 - Psalm 118
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 - John 20:1-18

April 24
Acts 5:27-32 - Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4-8 - John 20:19-31

OFFICE CLOSURE
GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER MONDAY
The Church Office will be closed on Friday,
April 15th and Monday, April 18th.
We pray that you find rest and resurrection
this Easter and we appreciate your support
of our staff.
If you have an emergency
please contact Pastors Jay
(225-772-3550) or Marissa
(318-564-4879).
We hope you have a
wonderful Easter season!

MASK GUIDELINE
UPDATE
For all activities and worship services masks are optional; as Rayne has done
through the pandemic, we hope to offer
options for our congregation. A designated
space for "masks required" will be saved
in the balcony for worshipers who desire
this choice.
Masks are still an effective and important
response to the pandemic. If you feel more
comfortable wearing a mask for your own
protection or as a way to protect others,
please continue to wear a mask and sit
where you are most comfortable.

METHODISM 101
Get up close and personal with John
Wesley!
Newcomers and longtimers - you are
welcome to join in the fun.
Discussions include our Wesleyan
heritage, our theological roots, and our
modern day hurts and hopes for the
United Methodist Church.
Come for the conversation on holiness
and grace, stay for the fellowship and
friendship!
Wednesdays April 27, May 4 and 11
6p - 7p
The Parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St.)
Childcare is available.

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

Holy Week
MAUNDY THURSDAY

Worship at 7p in Historic Sanctuary
Come & Go Communion from 4-5p in the
Circle Drive

GOOD FRIDAY

Worship at 6p in Historic Sanctuary
Labyrinth available from 12-6p in the
Fellowship Hall (enter at Pitt Street).

EASTER SUNDAY
Worship at 8:45a & 11a in Historic
Sanctuary with music from the Rayne
Chancel Choir.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Jeff Duke, Dionne May (Niece of Mabel Thomas), Alanda Bennett,
Edna Lott (Mother of Annette Gray), Robert McFarlain (Father of Leah Todd),
Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner, Richard Moore,
Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett,
Banks Duke (Grandson of Jeff & Barb), Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the joy of —
Meredith and Eric Guidry in the birth of Graham.
We pray for peace in all places, especially Ukraine and Russia—
"We pray for the peace and security of United Methodists in Ukraine and Russia and for
all of their neighbors, and that tranquility will prevail over their lives and countries.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the humanitarian relief arm of
Global Ministries, is in communication with partners in the region and actively
exploring the coordination of humanitarian response in Ukraine. Support UMCOR’s
international disaster response efforts by making a gift to Advance #982450."

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests, email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter) or private (supplied to the Intercessory
Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group, we meet online and onsite (in the Epiphany
House front room), Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

