FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

PRELUDE
Marcus St. Julien

January 31, 2021

GREETING
Marissa Teauseau Horvath

We welcome you
in the name of our Savior and Guide, Jesus,
who long ago astounded the crowds in Capernaum
by his new teaching with authority.
This is the day to learn again the power and peace of Jesus Christ.
Let us worship and let us also be amazed!
Our altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God
by Nancy and Bob Hopkins and in honor of their grandchildren.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Jay Hogwood

New every morning is your love, great God of light.
And all day long you are working for good in the world.
Stir up in us a desire to serve you,
to love you and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Lead us to live peacefully with our community
and all your creation,
and to devote each day
to your work of healing and hope in this world.

MAKER, IN WHOM WE LIVE
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Maker, in whom we live, in whom we are and move, the glory,
power, and praise receive for thy creating love. Let all the
angel throng give thanks to God on high, while earth repeats
the joyful song and echoes to the sky.
Incarnate Deity, let all the ransomed race render in thanks
their lives to thee for thy redeeming grace. The grace to
sinners showed ye heavenly choirs proclaim, and cry,
"Salvation to our God, salvation to the Lamb!"
Spirit of Holiness, let all thy saints adore thy sacred energy,
and bless thine heart-renewing power. Not angel tongues can
tell thy love's ecstatic height, the glorious joy unspeakable,
the beatific sight.
Eternal, Triune God, let all the hosts above, let all on earth
below record and dwell upon thy love. When heaven and earth
are fled before thy glorious face, sing all the saints thy love
hath made thine everlasting praise.

PRAYER
The healing mercies of Jesus be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray responsively:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (R)
For the peace of the world that a spirit of respect may grow
among all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. (R)
For those in positions of power and public trust that they may serve
justice and promote the common good and freedom for all people,
let us pray to the Lord. (R)
For your blessing on the labors of all, especially those who bring
healing - for nurses and physicians, public health officials and all
COVID-19 "front line" workers, let us pray to the Lord. (R)
For the poor, the sick, the lonely, depressed and addicted,
and for all who are imprisoned and all who are living
in dangerous conditions, let us pray to the Lord. (R)

For our community, as we feel the disconnection from our usual
rhythms of this carnival season and daily routines and
distant from loved ones we long to see and touch,
let us pray to the Lord. (R)
For our enemies and any who wish to harm us, as well as for
all whom we have injured or offended, let us pray to the Lord. (R)
For our children and their continued growth in body, mind and spirit
amid these difficult days of apprehension and as they receive
instruction in such diverse ways, let us pray to the Lord. (R)
For all who serve as parents and guardians, for their myriad tasks
of working, while teaching, loving, and caring for their children
or aging parents, let us pray to the Lord. (R)
And for ourselves, for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of
the Holy Spirit to amend our lives to the way of Jesus Christ,
let us pray to the Lord. (R)
Help us, save us, guide us, renew us, O God,
by your severe mercy and never-ending love.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

THE RED STEPS

OFFERING

Children's Moment

Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine

soloist, Cassie Segal

words by Fanny Jane Crosby,
tune by Phoebe Palmer Knapp

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in His blood.
REFRAIN

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all day long;
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in His love.
You may give your offering this morning by
TEXTING: giverayne TO: 73256 or at www.raynenola.org/contribute.
You may also make your 2021 pledge online.

MARK 1: 21-28

HOMILY

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at
his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out,
“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of
God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come
out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”

It's Not You; It's Your Cage

At once his fame began to spread throughout the
surrounding region of Galilee.

RESPONSE
soloist, Leonard Raybon

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
arr. Luigi Zaninelli

Savior, like a Shepherd lead us,
Much we need thy tender care;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us;
For our use thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, thine we are.
Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and power to free.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-705234. All rights reserved.

William Kentridge

Caged Man

INVITATION

O GOD OF EVERY NATION
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O God of every nation, of every race and land,
redeem the whole creation with your almighty hand;
where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled,
in love and mercy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.

BENEDICTION

Go in Peace,

From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and
right, from trust in bombs that shower destruction through
the night, from pride of race and nation and blindness
to your way, deliver every nation, eternal God, we pray!
Lord, strengthen all who labor that we may find release
from fear of rattling saber, from dread of war’s increase;
when hope and courage falter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
with faith that none can alter, your servants undergird.
Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease,
when hatred and division give way to love and peace,
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign
and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain.

POSTLUDE

