PRELUDE
Marcus St. Julien

January 10, 2021

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
GREETING
Marissa Teauseau Horvath

Speaking words of love,
God creates us, calls to us, and claims us as God’s own.
Speaking words of love,
we too can create, call and claim God’s beauty and glory in the world.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Jay Hogwood

God’s strong voice calls us to worship,
calling us to sing and offer praise.
God’s creative voice calls us to worship,
calling us to life and light.
God’s loving voice calls us to worship,
calling us to love and be loved.
Listen, now, for God’s voice calls to us.

JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE
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1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect
thy rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken
praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow,
flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice
in thee.
3. Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.
4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began;
love divine is reigning o'er us, binding all within its span.
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife;
joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life.

PRAYER
The joyful presence of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Speak to us, Word of God, for we, your servants are listening.

THE SACREMENT OF BAPTISM
Caroline Frances Casanova
born June 1, 2020
parents, Kate and Jack Casanova
brothers, Campbell and Henry

(Pause for silent prayer)

Spirit of creation and renewal,
cover us wherever we gather at this moment.
Enter into our hearts and our lives,
as you did at the day of our baptism.

Do you, as Christ's body, the church, reaffirm
both your rejection of sin and your commitment to Christ?
We do.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life
and include Caroline Frances now before you in your care?
With God's help, we will proclaim the good news
and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround
Caroline Frances with a community of love and forgiveness,
that she may grow in her trust of God, and be found faithful
in her service to others. We will pray for her, that she may be
a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life.

THE RED STEPS

OFFERING

A Moment for Children

At the River

Descend on us as a dove,
as you did on Jesus’s day of baptism.
Come to us that we may hear again your words of love and adoption.
Speak from the heavens into our minds and hearts
that we may perceive your words of guidance and wisdom.

soloist, Cassie Segal

Adapted by Aaron Copland

Shall we gather by the river,
Where bright angels' feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God.
Yes, we'll gather by the river,
The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints by the river
That flows by the throne of God.
Soon we'll reach the shining river,
Soon our pilgrimage will cease,
Soon our happy hearts will quiver
With the melody of peace.
Yes we'll gather by the river,
The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints by the river,
That flows by the throne of God,
That flows by the throne of God.
You may give your offering this morning by
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MARK 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a

HOMILY
Torn Apart

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

RESPONSE
soloist, C. Leonard Raybon

Simple Gifts

We joyfully welcome all who wish to become
members of Rayne

Aaron Copland

'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free,
'Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be
And when we find ourselves in the place just right
'Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained
To bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed.
To turn, turn will be our delight,
'till by turning, turning we come round right.
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and encourage you to call Pastor Jay at
225-772-3550
or email him at
jay@raynenola.org
to explore joining our community of faith.

HOLY SPIRIT, COME, CONFIRM US
Holy Spirit, come, confirm us,
in the truth that Christ makes known;
we have faith and understanding
through your helping gifts alone.
Holy Spirit, come, console us,
come as advocate to plead;
loving Spirit from the Father,
grant in Christ the help we need.
Holy Spirit, come, renew us,
come yourself to make us live;
holy through your loving presence,
holy through the gifts you give.
Holy Spirit, come, possess us,
you the love of Three in One,
Holy Spirit of the Father,
Holy Spirit of the Son.
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BENEDICTION

Go in Peace,
Stand firm in your faith.
Be Strong.
Be Brave.
Let everything you do
Be done in love.
POSTLUDE

