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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP

(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE
SANCTUARY
AT 8:45A & 11A

ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY:
OCTOBER 31ST

SIMUL JUSTUS ET PECCATOR

Reformation Sunday makes its annual visit this weekend. On October
31st, as we recall those saints who've gone before us, we also do well to
remember the work of Martin Luther. Luther is the person famous (to
Protestants at least) for sparking what became the Protestant
Reformation. He also lit the flames of faith, when he preached: "A
Christian is righteous and a sinner, at the same time holy and profane,
an enemy of God and a child of God."
Simul Justus et Peccator - simultaneously justified and sinner. How
about that for a paradox? Saints and sinners at the very same time, all of
us.
Strictly speaking, Methodism stems out of the Anglican Church, where
that firebrand, Rev. Wesley, so moved by the Holy Spirit, helped revive a
flagging denomination. Revival - that is our heritage! "Spreading
scriptural holiness throughout the land," preached Wesley.

*Please note, due to
hurricane damage, for
the foreseeable time
please email or call and
leave a message to make
an appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

Reformed or revived, the beauty of Luther's paradox remains worthy of
much consideration. Our Wesleyan formation retains the idea after all saints and sinners, we are; it's just that God's grace has the will to save
us and keep on saving us, even from our worst decisions. All the while,
we can participate in that Divine initiative, or against it...
From the same brain, I make faithful decisions to love my neighbor even
while I hold jealousy against a friend. From the same heart, I share food
with the hungry even as I resent a family member over a well aged hurt.
Helpful. Hurtful. Simultaneously.
Good news: we still get to choose. Free will, we call it - the decision to
do the good or the bad. Which "will" wins the day? Which of our wants
rules the moment? May we choose wisely...
Decisions, decisions,
Jay

MINI
FALL FEST

A weekly set of Scripture readings.

Sunday, October 31st

October 31

Bringing back our Annual Fall Fest - with
a COVID conscious twist. No matter your
age, we have something for everyone!

Reverse Trick-or-Treat

In this version of Trick-or-Treat, you
bring something to Rayne! Bring a
donation to the Food Pantry: canned
goods (veggie, fruit, or meat) or Peanut
butter (1lb jars). In return,
kids may pick a small treat and receive
some harvest activities to take home.
Special Seasonal Children's Activities
Extra fun is on the agenda during
Children's Sunday School at 10a activities will be outdoors (weather
permitting) and includes pumpkin
painting and more!
Costumes are encouraged for children!

LECTIONARY
Ruth 1:1-18 - Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11-14 - Mark 12:28-34

November 7
Ruth 3:1-5 - Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28 - Mark 12:38-44

THE SCHOOL FOR
CONTEMPLATIVE
LIVING
12th Annual Conference with Parker
Palmer, founder of the Center for
Courage and Renewal and author of ten
books.
Standing on the Brink
Saturday, November 13
10a-12:30p
A Live Stream Interactive Interview.
For more information and to register visit
www.theschoolforcontemplativeliving.com

CONGRATS!
Siddiqa Faruki
Lusher Homecoming Queen,
Rayne youth group member.
Siddiqa works in the church nursery and
is a senior in high school.

Compassion Cultivation facilitated by
William Thiele and Caroline Campion 8 consecutive Sundays beginning
October 17th, 1-3p via Zoom.
Topics include settling the mind and
intention setting, embracing our common
humanity, compassion for a loved one, and
compassion for oneself. The cost is $350
(partial scholarships available).
For more information and to register email
William.thiele56@gmail.com

THE RAYNE TRAIN
Mondays & Wednesdays
6:17a @ Audubon Park (Gumbel Fountain)
Beginning Wednesday, November 17.
Walk or jog: we'll find the right pace.
Contact Jay: (225) 772-3550

PASTOR MARISSA
CONVENES NEW
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS
The new Faith in Action for Social Justice
Sunday School Class has been organized
to make a difference by living out the
Social Principles of the United Methodist
Church. Priority topics we will address
include Creation Care, Poverty,
Homelessness, Immigration, Fair Wages,
Gun Control, Institutionalized Racism,
Legislation, and Voting.
There is room for all, and we would love
to include your priorities.
While Pastor Marissa is our convener,
leadership is shared among all of us.
Our plan is to inform ourselves, educate
others, and support existing groups who
advocate for social justice. We are
grounding our learning in Scripture and
Christian Tradition and emphasizing
policy over politics. Come join us for
invigorating discussions and education as
we express our faith by actively seeking
social justice for all. In November, we will
begin meeting at the Epiphany House at
9:45a, and also continue Zoom. Email
Marissa to get the link
(marissa@raynenola.org).
Come check us out this Sunday!

EPIPHANY HOUSE
COME AND GO
See our progress!
Sunday, October 31
Noon - 1p
3924 Saint Charles Avenue
The Epiphany House is a historic home
located on Rayne's property that is used
to host small groups and currently offices
the non-profit, 'Crescent City Cafe'.

SOUL RESET
Are you exhausted? Burned out? Depleted?
You are not alone.
Soul Reset is a safe place to face the difficult
stuff of life and find space for rest. Rev.
Junius B. Dotson asks, "Will you slow down
long enough for a Soul Reset and lean on
Jesus for rest?" Wherever you are on your
spiritual journey, this series offers practical
help for stepping away from constant
busyness and allowing God to transform
your life.
Wednesdays at 6p
from November 10 - December 15
Epiphany House & Zoom
Email Marissa (maissa@raynenola.org)
for the Zoom link.

LUKE'S HOUSE
OPEN HOUSE
Winter Open House

Wednesday, November 17
5:30 - 7:30p
2023 Simon Bolivar Avenue

BLESSING OF
THE PETS
Sunday, November 14
4p
Rayne's Circle Drive
Bring your pet and they will receive a
blessing from Pastor Marissa.
All pets welcome!

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Dan Sikes, Jan Bugg, Richard Moore, Diane Peck, Ray Cook,
Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke, Chuck Pate,
Andrew McLetchie, Barbara Everett, and the family of
Abigail Douglas - friend of Finn Robinson.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite, Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

PRAYER
In the comfort of your love, I pour out to you,
my Savior, the memories that haunt me, the
fears that stifle me, the sickness that prevails
upon me, and the frustration of all the pain that
weaves about me and within me.
Lord, help me to see your peace in my turmoil,
your compassion in my sorrow, your forgiveness
in my weakness,
and your love in my need.
Comfort me, o Lord,
with your healing and strength.
To you, dear Savior, be all thanks and glory.

~ Jesuit prayer for comfort

