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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A

"Through the sacrament of baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy church. We are
incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water
and the Spirit." United Methodist Baptismal Covenant I, II, and IV
I floated through the tub to get the font. This is another way of saying I survived the
dunking to share the sprinkling. I think you know my baptist background. All in all,
I do appreciate it. I benefited from some serious regard for scripture, and a high
Christology, which is a fancy way of saying Jesus Christ is awfully important to the
cosmos.
I heard quite a bit about God being both "way above and beyond" me and at the same
moment "very near and dear" to me. God - the Creator - and Jesus - the Savior: the
two part relationship in my baptist upbringing was really important, at least to those
who taught me. And baptism - that was the mark of my decision; to say "Jesus is
Lord," to be part of the church, to receive the Lord's Supper. Lots of precious
memories.

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

Still, I'm really glad I'm here - a United Methodist, an ordained elder. I'm glad,
because without entering our holy heritage, I may never have delved into the depth
of the Holy Spirit our tradition witnesses: God is the Creator and the Redeemer and
the Sustainer. "Come, Holy Spirit," we cry; and I wouldn't have muttered those words
had I not crossed into this stream. I'm also glad, because we take seriously what the
water of baptism means. We are just as glad to dunk, pour, or sprinkle. Matters not
to our Wesleyan way. The water does matter, though, with all our life it matters.
We hear that each and every time we celebrate with a family whose child is about to
get wet. The sacrament of baptism marks at least 3 significant actions: initiating us,
incorporating us, and signifying new life. Each of these is a miracle of mystery within
God's mercy. Jesus himself even stood in line on the banks of a murky river to get
washed through and inspired too.
What I most appreciate about our view of baptism is how it represents our
belonging. That we belong to each other. We belong, not at all because of anything
we've done or said, rather because of what God has promised in word and action. To
Jesus, God said, "You are my Child; I love you and you please me." And I believe with
all my heart that we say and show the same thing with every baptism we celebrate at
Rayne. "We belong to God. Together. We are loved." And while there is certainly
much more we could discuss about the sacrament, this is the crux of it all.
Drippy,
Jay

FAMILY TIME
KING'S DAY
Let's celebrate King's Day!
Children are welcome to meet in
backyard of the Epiphany House after
worship on Sunday, January 9th.
Share in a time of free play and enjoy a
slice of King Cake!

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

January 9

Isaiah 43:1-7 - Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17 - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 16
Isaiah 62:1-5 - Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 - John 2:1-11

PRIMETIMERS SAVE THE DATE
Save the Date!

CONFIRMATION
CLASS
Confirmation begins January 9th for
current 5th, 6th, and 7th grade students.
The class meets on Sundays from
10-10:45a and meets on the 2nd floor
of the Epiphany House in the front
meeting room.

MOM'S GROUP
The Sunday Mom's
Group is about to
start a new study and
you are welcome
to join!
The new study is based
on the book The New
City Catechism: 52
Questions & Answers
for Our Hearts &
Minds.
The group meets on Sundays from
10-10:45a on Zoom.
If you're interested, please email Lyle
Colombo (lcolombo@tulane.edu).

January 26th
More details to follow!

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment optional
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4:30p
Appointments required:
make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

ALTAR
FLOWERS
The flowers that adorn our altar during
worship are a beautiful way to participate
in Worship. Flowers can be given in honor
or memory of someone, as well as simply
"to the glory of God!"

THE SCHOOL FOR
CONTEMPLATIVE
LIVING
The School for Contemplative Living hosts
several free groups on topics from creativity
to meditation.

If you are interested in purchasing
flowers please contact Susie with dates
(by phone: 504-899-3431, or by email:
susievanderkuy@raynenola.org).

Go to theschoolforcontemplativeliving.com
to see all of the opportunities.

Arrangements are $55 and may be taken
home after Worship.

Creative Encounters Group: A free Zoom
contemplative group for creatives of all
types-- art, writing, dance led by C. Jaye
Miller and Eric Fulcher on Thursdays
from 7-8p.

GOOD
SAMARITAN
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to provide and
assemble 30 "sack lunches" for the Good
Samaritan Ministry which takes place at
Mount Zion UMC.
The 2022 calendar is wide open.
Rayne is in charge of the 2nd, 4th, and 5th
Tuesdays of each month. If you are able
to assist, please contact Susie
(by phone: 504-899-3431, or by email:
susievanderkuy@raynenola.org).

CHILDREN'S
TEAM MEETING
Are you interested in serving on our
Children's Team?
The Children's Team is made up of
parents, grandparents, and more! The
team does the important job of planning
and carrying out the programing for our
children (birth to 5th grade).
They are kicking off their meetings in
2022 on January 9th. If you're interested
in serving on this team please email
Elizabeth (children@raynenola.org).

Including:

Contemplative Life Group: The
Rebirthing of God by John Phillip Newell
study begins Wednesday, January 12th
11:30a-1 p. A free Zoom group with
centering prayer, book study, and
discussion.
Centering Prayer & Lectio Divina: with
Dr. Bob Hopkins resumes Saturday,
January 8th, 10a on Zoom.
Mindful Movement Group: with David
Cabrera resumes January 15th Saturday at 9a. Meditation in Motion
with music and readings on Zoom.
As well as this upcoming training
(with cost associated):
Compassion Cultivation Training:
Facilitated by William Thiele PhD and
Caroline MD - an 8-week course
designed at Stanford University offered
by The School for Contemplative Living.
8 Consecutive Sundays, beginning
January 9th, from 1-3p via Zoom. Cost:
$350 (partial scholarships available).

For more information or to register
for any of the classes, email
livingschool12@gmail.com

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Jan Bugg, Richard Moore,
Diane Peck, Ray Cook, Judy Mastainich,
Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke, Chuck Pate,
Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the joy of —
The Hubbard Family in the birth of Grace Elaine.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite, Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

