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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A

"HOLY SPIRIT, ACTIVATE!"

TikTok is a relatively new gift to me. Just a few months now, and I'm already trying
to pare down my participation. By participation, I mean spectating. By pare down, I
mean spend less than 15 minutes per day spectating. It's just that back in September
there was the whole Celebrity Family Feud thing with Chynna Phillips (of the pop
band, Wilson Phillips, fame), who curiously began singing, "Holy Spirit, activate!
Holy Spirit, activate! Holy Spirit, activate! Activate! Activate!" Presto, bingo - a new
phenomenon of the Spirit was born. (You can check this out here:
www.intheknow.com/post/holy-spirit-activate-tiktok-family-feud)
Lest I pour contempt or highbrow judgment on the song and its lasting impact (for
the fly-by-night fame of TikTok anyway), I'm choosing to smile at the Spirit's sense
of humor. Holy Ubiquity! Come, Holy Spirit, come - however She desires.

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

Holiness on the other hand is not a new gift - long ago made available to every one
of us. Aside from a catchy tune and smooth dance moves, the Holy Spirit is indeed
the One we can credit for God's gift. From the time Moses approached that burning
desert bush to this very day, God's desire, at least through the story of scripture, is
to grant us holiness. Peter's caring instructions come to mind: "As Jesus Christ who
called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct." Then dear Peter draws
from way back in his Hebrew heritage and quotes none other than Leviticus, saying:
"You shall be holy, for I am holy, says the Lord" (19:2).
What do you make of holiness these days? How would you characterize what it
means to be holy in your life and in our life together? This very day, for example, we
commemorate Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holy is a word I'd certainly pin to his
work and his witness. Not perfect, no. But holy, yes.
The next handful of weeks I am grateful to consider, discuss and pray about
holiness. I warmly invite you to this small group, Wednesdays, 6p at the parsonage;
it promises to be a good time. Who knows, we might even break into song and
dance: "Holy Spirit activate!..." I'm also glad we have a couple more small groups
kicking off. It's not too late to join in! Pastor Marissa and Nancy are hosting some
great sessions.
I believe with all my heart the Holy Spirit will activate us all in whatever group
we're participating (not just spectating).
Wholly,
Jay

MARDI GRAS
WORSHIP TIMES

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

January 23

Worship times must be altered on
Sundays February 20th and 27th due to
parades on St. Charles Avenue. Both
Sundays will feature one service at 10a.

Nehemiah 8:1-10 - Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a - Luke 4:14-21

February 20th will be Confirmation
Sunday.

Jeremiah 1:4-10 - Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - Luke 4:21-30

February 27th will be our Annual Jazz
Sunday featuring the Michael Foster
Project!

COVID TESTING

ALTAR
FLOWERS
The flowers that adorn our altar during
worship are a beautiful way to participate
in Worship. Flowers can be given in honor
or memory of someone, as well as simply
"to the glory of God!"
If you are interested in purchasing
flowers please contact Susie with dates
(by phone: 504-899-3431, or by email:
susievanderkuy@raynenola.org).
Arrangements are $55 and may be taken
home after Worship.

CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
Monday, January 31st
6p
Zoom
You are invited!
The Church Council is made up of the
leadership of our church - and our meetings
are always open.
Come to learn more about our church and
find a new place to serve.
Email Jay - jay@raynenola.org - to get the
zoom link.

January 30

Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment optional
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4:30p
Appointments required:
make an appointment by going to
cur.tv/raynenola

A PEACEFUL
PAUSE FOR
PARENTS
Join other parents during the Sunday
School hour for a deep breath and rest on
the Epiphany House porch. No agenda just a place to be while your children and
students are in Sunday School from 1010:45a

GOOD
SAMARITAN
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to provide and
assemble 30 "sack lunches" for the Good
Samaritan Ministry which takes place at
Mount Zion UMC.
Rayne is in charge of the 2nd, 4th, and 5th
Tuesdays of each month. If you are able
to assist, please contact Susie
(by phone: 504-899-3431, or by email:
susievanderkuy@raynenola.org).

EPIPHANY STUDIES
Small Groups at Rayne

Acts - Women's Bible Study
A study based on the book Acts: Awakening to God in Everyday Life by Melissa
Spolestra, will journey through the birth and growth of the early church.
This study hopes to provide an opportunity for spiritual awakening to become
more aware of God's presence and activity in our everyday lives.
Tuesdays, 6p
Hybrid (on-site & online)
Meeting at the Epiphany House (3924 St. Charles Ave)
January 18th - February 22rd
Email Nancy (nancy.hopkins@raynenola.org) for more information.

Be Holy: But What Does that Even Mean?
What does holiness mean?
A 6 week group study on holiness and what it means for us.
Wednesdays, 6p
Hybrid (on-site & online)
Meeting at the Parsonage (1421 Constantinople St.)
January 19th - February 16th
Email Jay (jay@raynenola.org) for more information!

Short Stories By Jesus
Based on the book, Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a
Controversial Rabbi, by Amy-Jill Levine - this study will take Jesus's most popular
parables and explain them in their original context while also making them lively
and relevant.
Wednesdays, 6p
Hybrid (on-site & online)
Meeting at the Epiphany House (3924 St. Charles Ave)
January 19th - February 16th
Email Marissa (marissa@raynenola.org) for more information.

Hebrew Bible 102
The God of the Old Testament is the God of the New Testament. Believe that? A
deep dive into the First Part of scripture; join in for a time of contemplation and
conversation about the character of God, the act of covenanting, and the original
blessing of God in creation. This will be a 6 week group study.
Sundays, 4p
Parsonage (1421 Constantinople St.)
Beginning January 23rd
Email Jay (jay@raynenola.org) for more information.

Methodism 101
First-timer, Long-timer: whether you’re new to this Methodist thing or have been
Methodist your whole life, join us for a 3 session study of our heritage, our history
and our hopeful future (or just come for lunch!)
Sundays, Noon
Parsonage (1421 Constantinople St.)
January 30-February 13
Email Jay (jay@raynenola.org) for more information.

During the 2022 Mardi Gras Season, the youth group is hosting a Mardi Gras Hospitality Suite.
Funds raised from the Hospitality Suite offsets the cost of the summer trip for our youth.
Passes to the Hospitality Suite grant access to the front of the church (including Circle Drive)
as well as parts of the Epiphany House and first floor of Rayne. This new opportunity provides
a comfortable place to view the parades and access to indoor bathrooms. There are options
for food and parking as well! Unfortunately there will be no “porta-potties” this year because
of Covid-19 risk.
The number of passes is limited each day and all persons (over the age of 5) are required to
show a vaccination or negative test within 72 hours of that day (according to city requirements).
Passes will only be sold to Rayne members and RECP families. You may buy a pass for a friend
or family member, but you must accompany them. Wristbands will be given out and checked
each time you enter. The entrances are St. Charles Avenue gate at the Epiphany House
(3924 St. Charles Avenue) and the RECP door on Pitt Street. After the parade begins, the only
accessible entrance will be at the Epiphany House gate on St. Charles Avenue.
The Hospitality Suite is open for parades from Thursday, February 24 - Tuesday, March 1.
All areas open one hour before the parades and close at the end of the last parade.
With the exception of Tuesday, March 1, when all areas will close at the conclusion of Rex (no
truck parades).
Pass sales begin this Sunday
and continue until February 13
(or until sold out).
Passes will be sold after
worship in the narthex
or by email
(youthdirector@raynenola.org)
A season pass includes access
for all parades and storage
of a chair!

If you have any questions
please contact Jacob,
youthdirector@raynenola.org.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin's Son, Betty Gerstner,
Jan Bugg, Richard Moore, Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich,
Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke, Chuck Pate,
Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
Our 2022 Confirmands —
Ryan, Maggie, Drew, Charlie, Jack, Weeks, Cecilia, Anna Kate,
Matthew, Maryn, Alex, Anneliese, and Edwin.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite, Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

