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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP

(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE
SANCTUARY
AT 8:45A & 11A

"REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS," AND AGAIN
I'LL SAY, "REJOICE." ~ PHILIPPIANS 4:4

As Pastor Marissa was preaching yesterday, I enjoyed the chance to watch. Part
spectator, part sojourner - I was following her tremendous homily, while watching
your eyes. As always, you pay such lovely attention. Lots of years of preaching and
trying to help facilitate worship in my life and, bar none, you are the best listeners.
That comes with great challenge, because that also means it's mighty hard to slip
anything by you. It's the other side of that challenge - the celebration - I want to
hold in focus. Because you work with the preacher (not against her or him, God be
praised), I got to watch the miracle happen.
Part of that miracle is the sheer willingness you, thus we, share - to listen, to learn,
to keep on loving. Another part of that miracle is the beauty of what Pastor Marissa
shared related to the individual and the communal. Worship is an intimate act - the
deepest part of our hidden lives folds into the shared moments of singing, praying,
Communing, listening, and learning. At the very same time, worship is an open
endeavor - we "do it" while gathered (online, in-person, however) with one
another. A miracle, I tell you! Personal and communal. Challenging and comforting.

*Please note, due to
hurricane damage, for
the foreseeable time
please email or call and
leave a message to make
an appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

This Sunday, as you keep paying such rapt attention and continuing that posture of
willingness, please notice the color change. One single candle marks our time from purple to a pause of pink, which represents a halfway mark in this journey
through Advent. Purple draws repentance. Pink sparks joy, as in rejoice in the Lord
always. Traditionally, this 3rd Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday what our dear Roman Catholic friends know in Latin as the word for joy and
rejoicing. You see the miracle right there don't you? You're paying attention, I'm
quite sure...
Worshiping together this coming Sunday means we mark time in repentance for
joy and celebration. Who says repentance is dour and a downer? Not Jesus. And not
John the baptizer. Heavens no! To repent means we open ourselves again and again
to the change of perspective that only God can bring. That change is also called
transformation. As the mystic, Thomas Keating, beautifully shares: "To repent...
means to change the direction in which you are looking for happiness." Repentance
is our life's journey, for it's our journey to life and life made new.
Rejoicing,
Jay

GOOD
SAMARITAN
Volunteers needed to provide and
assemble 30 "sack lunches" for the Good
Samaritan Ministry that takes place at
Mount Zion UMC. The 2022 calendar is
wide open. Rayne is in charge of the 2nd
4th, and 5th Tuesdays of each month. If
you are able to assist, please contact
Susie (504-899-3431,
susie.vanderkuy@raynenola.org).

FLOWERS 2022
The flowers that adorn our altar during
worship are a beautiful way to participate
in Worship. Flowers can be given in honor
or memory of someone, as well as simply "to
the glory of God!" If you are interested in
purchasing flowers please contact Susie
with dates (504-899-3431,
susie.vanderkuy@raynenola.org) .
Arrangements are $55 and may be taken
home after Worship.

LONGEST NIGHT
WORSHIP
Sunday, December 19
5p
Sanctuary
The season of hope, peace, love and joy
can seem overwhelming when you're just
not feeling all that happy. No matter what
you're feeling this is an opportunity to
celebrate just as you are. Join Pastors
Marissa, Jay and Lenda Faye in the
Sanctuary for a service of reflection,
prayer, Communion and healing.

MISSION MARKET
December 12th
The Mission Market continues this
some of your favorite items
(salsa, jelly, and Those Nuts!) and Alternative
Giving Cards.
Rayne T-Shirts and Golf Shirts with our logo
and part of our weekly Benediction: “Let
Everything You Do Be Done In Love” will also
be available. All proceeds will be used to
support Mission Ministries.

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

December 12

Zephaniah 3:14-20 - Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7 - Luke 3:7-18

December 19
Micah 5:2-5a - Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10 - Luke 1:39-45

RAYNE PHONE
NUMBER
If you dial - 504-899-3431 and were met
with an out of service tone, we are sorry!
The phones are under repair.
We are sorry for any inconvenience
or missed connections!
You can always contact your pastors on
their cell phones. Jay - 225-772-3550
Marissa - 318-564-4879. Or any of our
staff via email.

PRIMETIMERS
December 15
1p
Epiphany House

Share some Cookies and Hot Chocolate
to ring out the new year!

IN WORSHIP
THIS WEEK
December 12
11a
Sanctuary

This week's Worship will include two musical
anthems: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven
Came and Thou Shalt Know Him When He
Comes.
Laurie Phillips, Rebecca Sullivant, Joseph
Tate, and Leonard Raybon will be sharing
their gifts with us as we continue celebrating
the Advent season. We anticipate more
wonderful music to be shared this Advent
and Christmas season!

CELEBRATE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
WITH US AT RAYNE
DECEMBER 12
Mission Market

9:45a-12:30p
Hallway
An opportunity to buy some yummy treats, Rayne shirts, and more! And of course,
our annual tradition of selling our Alternate Giving Cards. Lots of great gift options
and all support the Mission ministries of Rayne!

DECEMBER 19

Longest Night Healing Service
5p
Sanctuary

For those of us experiencing loneliness, sadness, and loss the Christmas season can be difficult - but we are not alone.
Please join us in a simple worship with song, readings, and reflection
of God's hope for us and presence with us in feeling what we feel!

DECEMBER 26

Caroling in the Drive
10-10:30a
Circle Drive

Tis' the Season to share a few of our favorite carols!

DECEMBER 24

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
5p & 7p
A candlelight service with communion and music in the Historic Sanctuary.
11p
A service with communion and contemplation as we celebrate
the incarnation with Word and Sacrament in the Historic Sanctuary.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Barbara Anne Clark, Jan Bugg, Richard Moore,
Diane Peck, Ray Cook, Judy Mastainich,
Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke, Chuck Pate,
Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the joy of —
The Marbach Family in the birth of Matthias James!
The Ghabrial Family in the birth of Cecilia Claire!
The Johnson family in the birth of Virginia Emma!

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite, Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

