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PLEASE NOTE
SUNDAY
WORSHIP:
ONLINE LIVE ON
FACEBOOK AT 10A.
ON-SITE WORSHIP
IS SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.
www.facebook.com/
raynenola.org/live

The past several days, Rayne family, your light has shown me the way. This quick
thought holds my thanks in return. Admittedly, with the different rhythms and
muted ways we needed to celebrate Christmas Eve due to pandemic, my general
mood last week was a bit dour. Gloomy, let's call it.
I'm not exactly glad to admit that, but I want to mainly because your
encouragement, your ability to share joy and shine extra gladness really helped light
the journey of my Christmastide. I mean, your generous notes, your cheery and
gracious comments on Facebook, your heartwarming texts and calls - they all add
up. Sparks set to full flame! I figure if you're taking a minute or two to share the
Christ-light with me, then our neighbors around you certainly see your glow too.
Because you allow the beauty and love of Christ to flow through you, your witness
ushers us to the perfect spot on our calendar - the Epiphany of our Lord.
This coming Sunday, Jan 3, we not only bid a hearty adios to 2020, even better we
welcome new possibilities, renewed opportunities to serve together in the loving
light of Jesus. We'll even hold a time in our service for John Wesley's Covenant
Prayer, a way to ignite our faith and our hope. As the prophet, Isaiah, said so long
ago: "Arise and shine! Your light has come; the Lord's glory has shone upon you..."
(60:1) That means more than Happy New Year; that means this very moment marks
the transition from the pain of past losses to the promise of this moment. God is
with us. Who can be against us? Love Incarnate holds us. What can separate us from
him? And while I don't mean to pump sunshine where bitterness and grief exist, I do
mean to shine back to you the light you've shone on me and on our community - the
light that won't go out. Amid a pandemic. In the toxic leadership of worldly powers.
"Lift up your eyes and look around," shouts Isaiah. Epiphanies - little markers of the
Lord's love - do arise. Would we see them? Would we show them?

Please note: our
office staff is
working remotely.

Here's to a new rhythm. Here's to renewed ways of sharing love. Here's to Epiphany:
"a time of sharing love received in a way that will overcome human needs and
limitations."*
Beaming,

Jay

*Thanks to Rev. John Winn in his glorious work, For All Seasons.

THE SCHOOL OF
CONTEMPLATIVE
LIVING
Compassion Cultivation Training classes
begin January 10th. An 8 week course designed
at Stanford University offered by SCL via
ZOOM. Sundays, 2-4p
Cost: $350.
Register here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/compassioncultivation-training-tickets-132883348673.

Contemplative Justice Group begins studying
Caste by Isabel Wilkerson beginning January
4th. Mondays, 12-1:30p. Email William Thiele
for Zoom link at william.thiele56@gmail.com.

Contemplative Life Group begins studying
Always a Guest by Barbara Brown Taylor
1/6/21, 11:30 am-1 pm. Email William Thiele for
Zoom link at william.thiele56@gmail.com.
Mindful Children Alive: Mindfulness and
Spiritual Practices for Kids is a new 10-week
class led by Steven Cohen, retired teacher.
Email William Thiele at
william.thiele56@gmail.com for details and link
here: https://mindfulchildrenalive.com/.

WESELY'S
COVENANT
“I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to
what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be
employed by thee or laid aside for thee, exalted
for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full,
let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me
have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all
things to thy pleasure and disposal. And now, O
glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So
be it. And the covenant which I have made on
earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

January 3

Isaiah 60:1-6 ~ Psalm 72
Ephesians 3:1-12 ~ Matthew 2:1-12

January 10
Genesis 1:1-5 ~ Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7 ~ Mark 1:4-11

FLOWERS

Our altar flowers are a beautiful
way to participate in Worship even from afar. Flowers can be
given in honor or memory of
someone. They can also simply be
for the glory of God!
Almost all of 2021 is available.
If you'd like to purchase the flowers
for a coming week, please contact
Susie. You can call the office and
leave a message
(899-3431) or by email
(susie.vanderkuy@raynenola.org).

WORSHIP
ONSITE WORSHIP SUSPENDED
Rayne has suspended our ON-SITE
worship gatherings. Our 10a online
service continues and we will notify you
when our 8:30a and 11:30a services will
resume on-site.
Rayne family. Please continue to join us
on Facebook Live at 10a as we worship
together while apart.
COMMUNION
Sunday, January 3rd@ 10a on Facebook
Live. Please have the elements available
to you (bread, crackers, grape juice or
other acceptable substitute) and plan to
break bread with us.
All are welcome at this table. We are
together in Spirit while apart physically.

WINTER/SPRING
2021 STUDIES
-All Classes Gather Via ZOOM MeetingsWEEKLY STUDIES

BOOK STUDIES

Tuesday @ 2:15p
Lectionary Study with Pastor Marissa

Love Is the Way: Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times, by Bishop Michael Curry

Tuesday @ 6:30p
20/30 Women's Book Study

Thursday @ 6:30a
Men's Group Lectionary Study with Pastor Jay

"Walk the path of love..." Through 12 key questions,
Bishop Curry invites us to reconsider the power of
love. All are welcome! Six week, one hour discussion
Wednesdays January 13th - February 17th @ noon
Sundays January 17th - February 21st @ 3p
Facilitated by Pastor Jay

Thursday @ 12p
Lectionary Study with Pastor Jay

Jesus of the East: Reclaiming the Gospel for
the Wounded, by Phuc Luu

Wednesday @ 6:30a
20/30 Women's Lectionary Study

Thursday @ 5:30p
West Bank Lectionary Study

PREPARE/ENRICH
Calling couples of all makes and models. Join
us for a time of enrichment, conversation, and
collective wisdom.
Whether you’re newlywed or nearly wed, long
married, we offer this session as an 8 week
group. Using the Prepare/Enrich inventory
(prepare-enrich.com), as committed couples
we will seek to gain a deeper understanding of
dynamics, personality, stress and strength and
growth areas.
Wednesdays, January 13 – March 10 @ 6-7p.
Class size is limited to the first 10 couples who
register. RSVP Pastor Marissa –
marissa@raynenola.org to register.
Co-faciliated by Pastor Marissa and Nancy.

Before the forces of power and empire corroded the
call of Christ, the influence of discipleship revolved
around sharing the good news with the poor, the
hurting and the powerless. My seminary colleague
and friend, Rev. Phuc Luu recovers the initial vision
of the Gospel. Four week, one hour discussion Wednesdays March 10th - 31st @ noon
Sundays March 7th - 28th @ 3p
Facilitated by Pastor Jay
In Want + Plenty: Waking Up to God's Provision in
a Land of Longing, by Meredith McDaniel
With compassion and enthusiasm, Meredith
McDaniel invites you to walk alongside God's people
in Exodus as they wake up each morning to manna,
God's provision for them in desert places. A Rayne
20/30 Women's Book Study on Tuesdays at 6:30p.
Beginning soon!

Interested? get a Zoom link by emailing Shaun - shaun.darnall@raynenola.org

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Mac Hyman, Sylvia Frey, Sophia Funches, Ann Humphreys,
The Rigney Family, Bee Norris, Stephanie Stennett, Chuck Pate,
Jan Bugg, Debbie Strickland, Dan Sikes, Rick Hammontree,
Jim Jeter, Andrew McLetchie, Robin O'Bannon,
Barbara Everett & Judy Mastainich.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
In this time of social distancing, comfort is found sensing the nearness of the Creator.
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).

