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PLEASE NOTE
HYBRID WORSHIP
(ON-SITE & ONLINE)
IN THE SANCTUARY
SUNDAYS
AT 8:45A & 11A
-

CHRISTMAS EVE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

5P, 7P, 11P

DECEMBER 26TH
WORSHIP AT
8:45A & 11A
CAROLING AT
10A

*Due to hurricane
damage, for the
foreseeable time please
email or call and leave a
message to make an
appointment. Office
hours may vary and
currently our offices are
located in the
Educational Wing. We
cannot hear or respond
to the bell at the Pitt
Street door, please call
instead.

"THE INCARNATION WAS A BRILLIANT MOVE."
~ PETER W. MARTY (EDITOR, THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY)
Several months back, I remember printing a line in one of our
congregational prayers. Best I recall, it went something like this: Almighty
and all-vulnerable God... I'm never sure, when creating a printed prayer or
call to worship, exactly what responses my efforts will elicit. In truth, I don't
know that I expect much. I mean, you're enormously gentle and gracious,
Rayne family, to play along. After all, matching words with our collective
need for prayer borders on the miraculous; if there's any expression or
phrase that ever even fits, well, God be praised indeed.
But this line - Almighty and all-vulnerable God - set off a series of deeper
conversations with some of our wise and attentive folks. The paradox or
dilemma represented by those words apparently felt too uncomfortable. The
discomfort - theologically or intellectually, perhaps both - allowed for some
pushback. I remember it came more from the "all-vulnerable" part more
than the "almighty" part. To my mind, though, it's just that the truth of both
- biblically speaking and through my own experience too - seems so
important to voice. What is Christmas if not the celebration of God's
decision to become all-vulnerable?
When I bumped into Marty's words above, and when Mary's words (Luke
1:46-55) slam into my soul, I feel the bedrock foundation of grace, namely
God's grace to be both and to act within both: God's mightiness and God's
vulnerability. Dizzying, that paradox. Yet no less true. Hallelujah, I say.
Indeed, the incarnation is a brilliant move!
The Divine initiative begs us to reconsider our own humanity. With all our
vulnerability and brokenness, our fractures and failings, we give praise to
the Lord of all creation, who also chooses to be One with it, with us.
Emmanuel by any other name. In the flesh, God did come. Such vulnerability
- to meet us right where we are.
Happy Christmas!

Jay

END OF YEAR
GIVING

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

December 26

As 2021 comes to a close, we want to
say thank you for your financial gifts
and commitments to Rayne. If you have
contributions that you would like to make
for this year, please make sure
that they are postmarked or delivered
by December 31st.

Isaiah 60:1-6 - Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12 - Matthew 2:1-12

You may give your contribution on-site
during worship or the office hours listed
below, in the black mail box located at
3925 Pitt St., or by giving online.

NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL

If you have any questions, please call
the church office (504-899-3431) or
one of the pastors (their cell phone
numbers are listed on the following page)
and leave a message - we will return your
call as soon as possible.

No Sunday School classes for any age on
December 26th.

CAROLING IN
CIRCLE DRIVE
10-10:30a
Circle Drive
Tis' the Season to share a few of our
favorite carols!
*This is in addition to our usual 8:45a and
11a Worship services in the Sanctuary!

OFFICE CLOSURE
The church office will be closed on
December 24th and will have limited hours
from 9a to Noon during December 27-31.
Appointments can be scheduled for other
times. Due to Hurricane Ida damage, we
cannot hear the bell at the Pitt & General
Taylor St. doors, therefore appointments are
very helpful! Email the staff member you
need or call us at the office to make an
appointment (504-899-3431).

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 - Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17 - Luke 2:41-52

January 2

Many classes are not meeting on January
2nd, please check with your group.

COVID TESTING
Rayne is excited to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment optional
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4:30p
Walk ins are accepted. Appointments
encourage: make an appointment by going
to cur.tv/raynenola.
Bring your ID and - if you have one - your
insurance card with you to your test.

CELEBRATE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
WITH US AT RAYNE
DECEMBER 24

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
5p & 7p
A candlelight service with communion and music in the Historic Sanctuary.
Music led by the Chancel Choir (adapted for COVID safety).
11p
A service with communion and contemplation as we celebrate
the incarnation with Word and Sacrament in the Historic Sanctuary.
Music led by a soloist and the Hand Bell Choir.

DECEMBER 26

Caroling in the Drive
10-10:30a
Circle Drive

Tis' the Season to share a few of our favorite carols!
*Caroling in the Drive is in addition to our usual
8:45a and 11a Worship services in the Sanctuary!

504-899-3431
Please leave a voicemail.

Phone

RAYNE CONTACT INFORMATION
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3900 Saint Charles Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70115
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youthdirector@raynenola.org, epiphnayhouse@raynenola.org

Jacob Nichols

Associate Pastor
marissa@raynenola.org
318-564-4879

Elizabeth Cheezem
Children's Minister
children@raynenola.org

Leonard Raybon
Chancel Choir Director

Building Maintenance & Custodians

Marcus & Lucy Thompson

Secretary & Director of Primetimers
susie.vanderkuy@raynenola.org

Nancy Hopkins
Financial Secretary & Lay Servant
nancy.hopkins@raynenola.org

Teresa Magee
Director of Rayne Early
Childhood Program
teresa.magee@raynenola.org

Director of Children's Music

Allison Bunnell

Organist

Marcus St. Julien

Susie Vanderkuy

Marissa Teauseau Horvath

STAFF DIRECTORY
Jay Hogewood
Senior Pastor
jay@raynenola.org
225-772-3550

Carol Thiele
Communications Assistant
carol.thiele@raynenola.org

Ernest Lumpkins
Business Manager
ernest.lumpkins@raynenola.org

Shaun Darnall
Administrative Assistant
shaun.darnall@raynenola.org

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Jan Bugg, Richard Moore,
Diane Peck, Ray Cook, Judy Mastainich,
Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke, Chuck Pate,
Andrew McLetchie, and Barbara Everett.
We share in the grief of —
The Clark Family, including Emily and Ron, in the loss of Barbara Anne.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa - marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).
If you would like to join the Intercessory Prayer Group,
we meet online and onsite, Mondays at 11a. For more information, contact Marissa.

