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PLEASE NOTE
SUNDAY
WORSHIP:
ON-SITE AT
8:30A &11:30A.
ONLINE LIVE ON
FACEBOOK AT 10A.
www.facebook.com/
raynenola.org/live

Please note: our
office staff is
working remotely.

"OUR JOB"
You have probably heard it or seen it more than a few times: "You had one job."
These days that phrase is dubbed a meme - a shorthand way to poke fun at
plunders made by unassuming folks doing unassuming jobs. Misprinted signs at
Walmart are rather infamous (see hadonejob.com) and for one reason or another
they're chuckle-worthy when they're not cringeworthy. That we can laugh at
ourselves when we mess up a task might be a mark of our higher mind.
In this season of Advent, I wonder what we might describe as our main job. As a
disciple of Jesus Christ, still awaiting his return, what role do you feel is your
primary job? Recently, we have considered taking on the twin work of "watching
and praying." That's ample in its breadth and biblical enough, I think. But more
particularly, I am trying to figure out my main role.
Bishop Michael Curry (yep, the charismatic Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of
North Carolina, the man who served to marry Prince Harry & Megan Markle) aids
my effort and maybe yours: "Our job is to love, and in the case of Christians, to
witness to the way of love that came to us from Jesus's teachings." Bishop Curry
goes even farther in his work, Love Is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling
Times. For now, though, I'll hold on to the clear and simple phrase: Our job is
love...to witness the way of love...
What else could the gospel mean? I ask because, as we trek deeper this week
into Advent, the text of Mark 1:1 is much on my mind - The beginning of the
good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. What I'm hooked on is this: if our job
is to love and to witness the way of love that Jesus teaches (and I believe it is),
then the gospel of Jesus points the way. In a world consumed by bad news,
hooked on chaos and violence, I rejoice in this sliver of great light: we have
received good news - the gift of God's love. His name is Jesus. And he shows us
the way by giving us our job. The most important work we'll ever know - to love
the Lord and to love each other.
Back to work,

Jay

WORSHIP
COMMUNION

LECTIONARY
A weekly set of Scripture readings.

December 6

8:30a & 11:30a On-Site
10a on Facebook Live

Isaiah 40:1-11 ~ Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a ~ Matthew 1:1-8

If joining us online, please have the elements
available to you (bread, crackers, grape juice or
other acceptable substitute) and plan to break
bread with us. All are welcome at this table. We
are together in Spirit while apart physically.

December 13

RESERVATIONS
You may RSVP online via the link on our
website. You can also call the church office
(899-3431). Please make sure to leave your
name, number in your party, & a phone
number. Reservations for the following Sunday
begin on Monday at 7a & end when
full or by Saturday morning at 9a.
CHRISTMAS EVE
We tenetiatviely plan to worship together this
Christmas Eve with the following schedule.
5p - Online
Facebook Live
7p - On-Site
Historic Sanctuary
11p - On-Site
Historic Sanctuary
Reservations are strongly encouraged and will
begin December 14th via phone or online. The
link can be found on the Rayne website.

FOOD PANTRY
Right now we are running low on:
-Canned Vegetables
-Peanut Butter (1lb jars)
Please leave your donations in the vestibule
of the Epiphany House, 3924 St. Charles
Avenue, then call or text Jacob Nichols
225-588-0560 after you have left your
donation.
If you are unable to bring a physical donation,
please consider contributing monetarily to
the Food Pantry by mail or online.

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 ~ Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 ~ John 1:6-8, 19-28

ANGELTREE
We continue our annual tradition of
supporting the United Methodist
Children's Home of Louisiana through
our Angel Tree. If you have selected a gift
to give - please remember the
following instructions:
Gifts need to be delivered to the
Epiphany House (3924 St. Charles Ave) by
this Friday, December 4th.
Bring gifts in sales bag and attach the
Angel Tree card to the bag or to the gift
itself.
Please include a gift bag and tissue
paper for your gift.
If you'd like to support monetarily, we
have purchased gift cards of $25 as
another avenue of gifting to the children
during the COVID season. Please mail a
check and note Angel Tree in the memo
line if you'd like to participate in this way.

ALTERNATIVE
GIVING CARDS
We are selling Alternative Giving Cards.
Cards are $10 each and support the many
ministries of Rayne.
Cards are for the Food Pantry, Crescent City
Cafe', Luke's House, Fix-It Ministry, NOLA
Wesley Foundation, Good Samaritan Food
Ministry, and Rayne Early Childhood Program.
Cards will be available outside the Sanctuary
before worship on December 6th.
Or order by phone- by calling 899-3431 and
leave a voicemail with how many you want of
each card and whether you will pick up or if
you need delivery.

END OF YEAR
GIVING

PANCAKES WITH
ST. NICK

There are several ways in which you may offer
gifts before the end of 2020:

The United Methodist Men present
their signature annual event with a
Covid twist!

MAIL All gifts received by mail must be postmarked
by December 31st for 2020 contributions.
ONLINE Simply make sure this gift is given by the end
of this year
raynenola.org/contribute
CONTACT FREE Drop your gift in the black mailbox located on
the Carriage House (3925 Pitt St.)
by December 31st.
IN-PERSON The office is open to receive end of year gifts
on Tuesday, December 29 from 9a – 1p and
Wednesday, December 30 from 11a – 3p.
If you are unable to come to the office during
these hours, you may make an appointment to
meet a staff member by contacting Jay or
Shaun. Please note that the staff is not working
on December 31st.
Thank you for your generosity and dedication
to Rayne!

PRAYER
Merciful God,
who sent your messengers, the prophets,
to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Grant us
grace to heed their warnings and
forsake our sins, that we may greet
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ
our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
-Phyllis Tickle

Pancakes with St. Nicholas will be
held on Sunday, December 13th
from 12-1:30p in the Circle Drive.
Drive through the Circle Drive
on St. Charles Avenue and pick up
a package with pancake mix, cocoa mix,
crafts, and other treats to create a
special pancake breakfast at home.
Wave to St. Nicholas from your car and
children may bring a letter for St. Nicholas!
Donations will be accepted to
support Rayne Ministries.
Please remember to wear your mask!

ADVENT
DEVOTIONALS
During the season of Advent, we will be
sending week day devotionals by email.
The devotionals will be written by Rayne
staff and members with the theme of
Watch and Pray. Go to:
lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/wUyB
N3C/adventdevotionals to subscribe and
receive the Advent Devotionals.
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know
when the time will come.-Mark 13:33

THE SCHOOL FOR
CONTEMPLATIVE
LIVING
Creation-Centered Advent Retreat
from the work of Thomas Berry
through the Loyola Institute for Ministry
Saturday, December 5,
10a-12p
Information and registration here:
http://cnh.loyno.edu/lim/thomas-berry-project

POINSETTIAS
If you'd like to give a poinsettia to be placed on the altar during this sacred season in memory
or in honor of a loved one forms are available at worship and in the church office.
Programs will be published with the names of those in memory and honor of the poinsettias
being given. Each poinsettia is $10.00 (please note that $2 from each flower will go towards
shelter vouchers for those experiencing life without a home). To place an order, fill out a
form, attach payment and place in the mail by Monday, December 7th.
If you have question, please email Shaun, shaun.darnall@raynenola.org.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for healing of —
Sophia Funches, Ann Humphreys, The Rigney Family,
Bee Norris, Stephanie Stennett, Chuck Pate,
Debbie Strickland, Dan Sikes, Rick Hammontree,
Jim Jeter, Andrew McLetchie, Robin O'Bannon,
Barbara Everett & Judy Mastainich.

We share in the grief —
John, AnaLuisa, Lucila, and Flavia in the loss of their
mother, Cida Lancaster. Cida was a dedicated and important
leader in our Rayne Early Childhood Program. Her legacy and
dedication impacted countless children.

Let us

PRAY

PRAYER REQUESTS
James 4:8 reminds us, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”
In this time of social distancing, comfort is found sensing the nearness of the Creator.
If you would like to share prayer requests,
email them to Pastor Marissa marissa@raynenola.org.
Or mail a note to the church addressed with "Attention: Marissa."
Please indicate if the request is public (shared in the newsletter)
or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).

