PRELUDE
Marcus St. Julien

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 28, 2021

Our altar flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in memory of Paul J. Pic
by Rosemary Pic, Sara Pic, Elizabeth Sepanik, and Leah Fanara

GATHERING
Jay Hogewood

Invitation to Brave Space
Micky ScottBey Jones

Together we will create brave space.
Because there is no such thing as a “safe space” —
We exist in the real world.
We all carry scars and we have all caused wounds.
In this space
We seek to turn down the volume of the outside world,
We amplify voices that fight to be heard elsewhere,
We call each other to more truth and love.
We have the right to start somewhere and continue to grow.
We have the responsibility to examine what we think we know.
We will not be perfect.
This space will not be perfect.
It will not always be what we wish it to be.
But
It will be
our brave space together,
and
We will work on it side by side.

ALL PRAISE TO
OUR REDEEMING LORD
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God's voice names us in holy love.
Christ's voice calls to us when we go our own way.
The Spirit's voice draws us back to the paths
of mercy, forgiveness, and peace with justice.
Thanks be to God!

All praise to our redeeming Lord, who joins us by his grace,
and bids us, each to each restored, together seek his face.

CALL TO WORSHIP

He bids us build each other up; and, gathered into one,
to our high calling's glorious hope we hand in hand go on.

Marissa Teauseau Horvath

From generation to generation, God names us and claims us.
Blessed be the Lord, our God.
When we try to tell God what to do, Christ shows us the path of
holy love and guides our feet to walk it.
Let all who draw breath come back to the Lord.
From our earliest steps, the Spirit guides our way.
Let the faithful rejoice in the mysteries of our God.
From generation to generation, God names us and claims us.
Let heaven and earth praise God's holy name.

The gift which he on one bestows, we all delight to prove,
the grace through every vessel flows
in purest streams of love.
E'en now we think and speak the same, and cordially agree,
concentered all, through Jesus' name, in perfect harmony.
We all partake the joy of one; the common peace we feel,
a peace to sensual minds unknown, a joy unspeakable.
And if our fellowship below in Jesus be so sweet,
what height of rapture shall we know
when round his throne we meet!

PRAYER
The peaceful love of Jesus our Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Holy One, train our ears to hear your call
above the sound of our culture of greed and violence.
Tune our hearts to open at the sound of your voice.
Inspire us to take up our cross to follow you
and raise us to newness of life.
For you call us to be stewards of your suffering
and bearers of your passion to serve the world.

THE RED STEPS

Children's Moment
WALKING THROUGH

THE LORD'S PRAYER

OFFERING
soloists, Rebecca Sullivant

Man was Dark
by Gustav Holst

Man was dark, yet he made himself light; he was weak,
yet he daunted the bull with his herd; he was frail, yet he bitted the horse;
he was mean, yet he went with his flint where the elephant haunted
and made his house from rocks and his fence of the gorse. He got himself
bread from the grass and his cup from the clay, his coat from the beast
or the flax or the bird in the tree; being finless he followed the fish to the
depths of the bay, being wingless, he woke him a sale and adventured to the
sea. With his comrades he builded the city and gilded the spires;
his thought proves the age of the rocks and the laws of the sky;
he bridled the air and the waters to do his desires, his wisdom foretells where
the comments or planet come by. Yet forever his restlessness craves for a
peace upon earth, for a comfort to come to his soul from a wisdom more true;
his want is a blow to his pride and a check to his mirth,
and he dies crying out in his need, and his son cries a new.
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You may give your offering this morning by
TEXTING: giverayne TO: 73256 or at www.raynenola.org/contribute.
You may also make your 2021 pledge online.

MARK 8:31-38
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests,
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

HOMILY
Explicit Content

RESPONSE

soloist, Laurie Phillips 10:00 AM

He That Is Down Need Fear No Fall
The Woodcutter's Song
by Ralph Vaughan William

He that is down need fear no fall;
He that is low, no pride;
He that is humble, ever shall have God to be his guide
I am content with what I have,
Little be it or much;
And, Lord, contentment still I crave.
Because thou savest such.
Fulness to such a burden is,
That go on pilgrimage;
Here little, and hereafter bliss,
Is best from age to age.
William Kentridge
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INVITATION

We joyfully welcome all who wish to explore joining our
community of faith and encourage you to call
Pastor Jay at 225-772-3550
or email him at jay@raynenola.org

FORTH IN THY NAME, O LORD
Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,
my daily labor to pursue;
thee, only thee, resolved to know
in all I think or speak or do.
The task thy wisdom hath assigned,
O let me cheerfully fulfill;
in all my works thy presence find,
and prove thy good and perfect will.

You may give your offering this morning by placing it
in one of the baskets in the back of the sanctuary,
TEXTING: giverayne TO: 73256
or at www.raynenola.org/contribute.
You may also make your 2021 pledge online.
2021 Pledge forms are available in the back of the sanctuary.

Thee may I set at my right hand,
whose eyes mine in-most substance see,
and labor on at thy command,
and offer all my works to thee.
For thee delightfully employ
what e'er thy bounteous grace hath given;
and run my course with even joy,
and closely walk with thee to heaven.
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BENEDICTION
Go in Peace,

Stand firm
in your faith.
Be Strong.
Be Brave.
Let everything you do,
be done in love.

POSTLUDE

