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We Welcome All!
We warmly welcome all to worship on Sundays at 8:45a & 11a (online & on-site) and to participate freely in
the life of this community of faith and love, and to become a member of this congregation. Rayne
welcomes and embraces all people regardless of race, class, gender, or sexual orientation with open
hearts, open minds, and open doors!

Praying for Our Nation's Leaders
For our Marys
~ by Mary Luti

I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for everyone, for kings and all
in high positions, so that we may
lead a peaceable life. - 1 Timothy
2:1-2 (NRSV, adapted)

During the tumultuous English Reformation, Mary Tudor, a devout Catholic, ascended to
the throne and began repressing Protestants. Protestants, who’d earlier repressed
Catholics, hated her.

Still, knowing that Scripture commands prayer for rulers and enemies, they obediently
prayed for Mary. This was their prayer: "O God, turn the heart of the Queen from idolatry to
true faith. Or shorten her days.” Not exactly the sort of prayer Scripture had in mind. But
those Protestants weren’t the first, nor would they be the last, to utter murderous prayers.

Yesterday, we celebrated the founding of our nation, a nation flawed from the start but

conceived in hope and rationality. Now it crackles with anger, hatred, and conspiratorial
fear. We wave Old Glory over incompatible dreams. Compromise is treason. People who
disagree have become mortal foes, our Marys.

I wonder: what sort of prayers are we praying for our Marys now? “Turn their hearts”
prayers? “Shorten their days” prayers? Do we pray for them at all?

Scripture commands us to pray, not murderously but sincerely and perseveringly, for
everyone. For those who aspire and conspire to power. For the cynical who profit from the
lies that turn us against each other. For real and manufactured enemies.
We won’t heal national wounds just by praying. But praying wholeheartedly for our Marys
might make it just a little harder to keep loathing them. And that’s not nothing. For whether
it’s people or nations, you can’t save what you don’t love.

Prayer: O God, turn our hearts a fraction more toward each other through heartfelt prayer,
so that we may lead a more peaceable national life, with liberty and justice for all. (Mary Luti,
"Stillspeaking Daily Devotional," United Church of Christ, July 4, 2022)

Worship

Services are at 8:45a and 11a in Rayne's Historic Sanctuary and on Facebook Live.
Click Here for Worship Guides

Click Here for Online Worship

Small Groups
Summer Studies
Esther:
Goodness, Wit & Grit
(with Just a Hint of God)
Wednesday Evenings in July
6p at the parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St).

Childcare is available.
Contact Jay for more information!

Summer Wine-Down: New Day & Time!
Sunday Afternoons in July
4p @ the Parsonage
(1421 Constantinople St.)
THE BOOK OF DANIEL:
Apocalypticism with Aperatifs
Come for the conversation and conviviality; stay for the
communion with a compelling story!
Each Sunday we will enjoy some time together and
focus on the tale of Daniel.
Childcare is available. Contact Jay for more information

Out & About - Upcoming Events
The National WWII Museum
Join fellow Rayne member, Sylvia Murphy,
for a group tour that you won't want to miss!
Group rate available for 10 or more. Lunch
options afterward: The Soda Shop or
American Sector.
Wednesday, July 13, 9:30a
RSVP Susie

Into the Woods
Dr. Leonard Raybon, Rayne's choir
director and Summer Lyric interim
artistic director, guides another great
show. Purchase your own ticket and
meet others from Rayne after the show
at The Commons.
Sunday Matinee
July 17, 2:00p
RSVP Susie

The School for Contemplative Living
New Contemplative Groups Begin!

Contemplative Justice Group:
Resurrection Hope: A Future Where
Black Lives Matter, by Kelly Brown
Douglas

Contemplative Life Group:
Do I Stay Christian? A Guide for the
Doubters, Disappointed, and
Disillusioned, by Brian McLaren

Mondays, 12-1:30p CDT via Zoom
beginning July 11. All are welcome!

Wednesdays, 11:30a -1p via Zoom
beginning on July 6. All are welcome!

To register: SCL

To register: SCL

The School for Contemplative Living hosts many small groups and retreats, go
to theschoolforcontemplativeliving.com to see all of the opportunities.
For more information or to register for any of the classes, email SCL.

COVID Testing
Rayne continues to host a Curative van
offering no cost, appointment preferred
COVID-19 testing available in our Circle
Drive!
Monday-Friday
8a - 4p
Make an appointment by clicking here.
Walk ups are currently available.

Prayer List
We pray for healing for —
Barbara Everett, Jeff Duke, Dione May (Niece of Mabel Thomas), Edna Lott (Mother of
Annette Gray), Jim Jeter, Ray Cook, Martha Gatlin, Betty Gerstner, Richard Moore, Kevin
Horne, Diane Peck, Judy Mastainich, Stephanie Stennett, Banks Duke, Sandy Reed (Sister
of Brenda Frey), Rachel West and Andrew McLetchie.
We share the joy of —
Courtney and Michael Wong with big brother, Silas, in the birth of Oscar Michael Wong;
born Thursday, June 30.
We give thanks for the Youth Camp Trip —
Thank you for your wonderful prayer support! Because of you - your generous sharing of
time and resources - our trip went beautifully. Ten of our church's youth deepened their
relationships with each other and with Jesus Christ. We studied "how to use scripture" and
learned lessons about Moses and Jesus, as well as about how 10 young people can impact
their community with the Spirit's loving guidance.
If you would like to share prayer requests, email them to Nancy Hopkins. Or mail a note to
the church addressed with "Attention: Prayer Team." Please indicate if the request is public
(shared in the newsletter) or private (supplied to the Intercessory Prayer Group).

Giving at Rayne
Every gift we share adds life to our mission.
Please share your prayers, presence, gifts,
service and witness to grow the ministries
of our church.

Consider clicking "Give a Gift" to increase
Rayne's ability to share Christ's love.
It's not too late to make your 2022 pledge. Your
pledge enables us to plan for ministry in and
through Rayne for the coming year. Thank you
for your generosity!

Give a Gift

2022 Pledge Card

For More Information
Sign up for updates from these ministries by email:
Youth

Children

Young Adults

UM Men

Visit Our Website
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